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Heavenly Gifts 


By Julia W. Wolfe 


HERE are so many little things 
That count so very dear, 

Beyond the price of gem or gold — 
A smile, perhaps a tear, 
A word, a look of sympathy, 
And sometimes just the friendly clasp 
Of another’s outstretched hand. 
We think God sent the Big Things 
As a test for the and you, 
But He gave the little ones as well, 
In love, to help us through. 


ye 
The Clouds Will Pass 


Clouds are settling down in thick 
darkness about many of us. They can 
shut out light and beauty that we may 
long to see. At such a time we are 
tempted to lose hope, even lose faith, and 
think the clouds are here to stay. But 
they are not. A writer quoted in the 
Keswick Calendar tells of having arisen 
early with friends to see a sunrise and 
glorious mountain scenery. But “heavy 
clouds hid those mountains with their 
gorgeous colors from our view, and we 
could only see the foothills that skirted 
the coast. Those who had not seen the 
mountains could scarcely believe that 
they were there. . . . I well knew the 
clouds were temporary, but the moun- 
tains were permanent. The clouds shall 
pass for you, and your eyes shall see 
Him, whom ye love.” 





God honors ‘tho 
Earthly honors are so imes evidence 
of this. Heavenly honors will be still 
greater evidence.” In his “Survey of Re- 
ligious Life and Thought” in the Times 
Mr. Gordon gave an inspiring glimpse of 
the mighty spiritual work that has been 
going on in Congoland for the past half- 
century. He paid a high tribute to Dr. 
Holman Bentley, the English Baptist 
who was the great pioneer of Congo 
missions. Dr. Bentley’s son, Henry K. 
Bentley, a good friend of the TIMES who 
was formerly with the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, now with the British Bible 
Union, writes an interesting comment in 
a personal letter to the Editor. “There 
is a slight mistake in the name of the 
African, it is not Nremvo, but NLemvo. 
He was my father’s assistant in the work 
of translation, and I remember him well. 
He passed to his reward in March of 


% 


pert years of age. I think I am right 


saying that the Belgian Government 
granted him a posthumous distinction, 
Chevalier de L’Ordre du Lion. I would 
not vouch for this, but I believe it to 
be so, in which case it is the first time 
the Belgian Government did such a 
thing, and it is a matter of joy to realize 
that the first African native to receive 
this distinction was awarded it because 
of the character revealed in him by the 
grace of God. My father had received 
that same distinction about forty years 
ago. He went to be with the Lord on 
December 27, 1905.” God gladly uses, 
in his service, earthly honors given to 
his faithful servants, and he promises 
also eternal heavenly honors, such as 
the “crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give... 
unto all them ... that love his appear- 
ing” (2 Tim. 4:8). 
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The Vacation Urge 


HENEVER we are inclined to for- 
We: that the worthies of the olden 

time were “men of. like passions” 
with ourselves, it is only necessary to 
turn to their writings and note some 
of the human touches with which they 
abound. Jeremiah had been carrying a 
crushing load for a long time, and his 
nerves were worn to a frazzle. Saints 
were not overplentiful in his immedi- 
ate environment, transgressors were ac- 
tive and annoying, and vacation time 
was far overdue. The sage of Anathoth 
had been coping, with rare courage, with 
some staggering national problems, and 
had borne patiently with a disappointing 
constituency while he waged his bat- 
tle in their behalf. But enough is 
enough. Out of the welter of affairs of 
state and trying individuals he cries at 
last: “Oh that I had in the wilderness 
a lodging place of wayfaring men; that 
I might leave my people, and go from 
them” (Jer. 9:2). 

It may be observed that he did not 
stipulate any of the more exclusive 
watering places, if they had such things, 
nor does he represent that his physician 
has insisted upon a long holiday. He is 
satisfied simply to get away. His lan- 





guage is, “That I might leave my people, 
and go from them,”—with the accent 
on the word “from.” The forest prime- 
val was good enough for the prophet 
provided they would let:him pack his 
duffel bag in a hurry and get on his 
happy way. And he had the right idea 
as to place—‘“a lodge in the wilder- 
ness.” That is a place where healing 
abounds for body and mind. 

Oh, for a lodge in some vast wilderness, 

Some boundless contiguity of shade, 

Where rumour of oppression and deceit, 


Of unsuccessful or successful war, 
Might never reach me more’! 


The sanctuary of the pathless wood 
abounds in restfulness and peace. Th« 
man who knows would willingly tradc 
all the miles of boardwalk that were 
ever laid for a trail over the pine needles 
in the Maine woods. “The groves were 
God’s first temples,” and his voice is 
still audible there to those who will be 
quiet and listen. 

There is rest for the weary in the cool 
shade of “the murmuring pines and the 
hemlocks,” the musical purl of mean- 
dering streams, and the company of 
birds and beasts who do not know the 
fret of care. The man who finds a lodge 
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in the wilderness has made a real dis- 
covery. 

Within proper limitations, the vaca- 
tion urge is an entirely legitimate 
prompting. Days off may be, and should 
be, as important as days on, but they 
can be that only when honestly earned 
and rightly used. Unless a man can 
trace health, vigor, and much of his 
best work and planning to his days off, 
he is not using them in the main inter- 
ests of his legitimate job. Said Uncle 
Peter: “You see, it is the change that 
makes the charm of a day off. The real 
joy of leisure is known only to the peo- 
ple who have contracted the habit of 
work without becoming enslaved to the 
vice of overwork.” 

Those of us who have to do with stor- 
age batteries have noticed that it is nec- 
essary to retire them occasionally for 
purposes of recharging. The human 
system requires the same _ attention. 
Ideally, the purpose of every vacation 
is to store up the spiritual, mental, and 
physical strength that we spend in hon- 
est toil. That was doubtless what Jere- 
miah wanted. He.had no idea of leav- 
ing his people permanently, but he did 
feel the need of leaving them. tempo- 
rarily. No right thinking man would 
desire permanently the hermit’s exist- 
ence. We may feel the urge to shoul- 
der our little packs and go to see what 
lies beyond the hill, but there must al- 
ways be the thought of returning, with 
increased strength, to the service of God 
and fellow men. 

It would seem, therefore, that the 
proper bounds of such a longing as Jere- 
miah’s would be for the period neces- 
sary to recharge him physically, men- 
tally, and most of all spiritually, for his 
best usefulness. Physically, we may tone 
up by exercise and play, matching our 
forces against the great invigorating 
forces of nature. Mentally, we may 
fortify ourselves with good books and 
magazines, and with quiet meditation 
and study. Spiritually, we must be re- 
charged from the great power-reservoirs 
that alone can furnish the dynamic of 
the Christian life and service. Assuredly, 
one of the best possible uses of a vaca- 
tion is the toning up of the spiritual life 
by contact with those mighty unseen 
forces that bring back the inward power. 
These sources are the study of God’s 
holy Word, the exercise of quiet and 
unhurried prayer, and attendance upon 
the public services of the church wher- 
ever we happen to be. 

We are not alone with God nearly 
enough. He does not get much of a 
chance to wrestle with us. We rush 
into his presence, vociferate a few peti- 
tions, and rush out again, slaves to our 
petty routine. We need to be alone 
under the open sky with him, where we 
can be quiet for a little while and listen 
to his voice.” The country is vocal with 
God’s language, and if we have eyes to 
see, and ears to hear, and hearts to com- 
prehend, messages of life eternal will 
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be imparted to us that will fit us for” 


the new and higher service. 

After vacation, what? The other side 
of retiremerit for recharging appears to 
be: accessibility for service. The obvi- 
ous purpose of temporary seclusion for 
rést is that the benefit received may be 
made available for our fellow men. 

The accessibilit¥ of the Lord Jesus 
was one of his remarkable character- 
istics: In his day-he-was the most ac- 
cessible f in -Paléstine. No caller 
was ever told, “He is too busy to see 
you.” When he was feeling the stress 
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‘of life most keenly he proposed to his 


disciples that they sail across the lake 
and get a little rest. A strange and pic- 
turesque scene followed. The multitude 
with one accord started on foot around 
the shore, and when the boat touched 
land they were there to meet him. The 
outraged disciples demanded that the 
crowd bé dispersed, but the Lord said 
with unperturbed patience: “They need 
not depart; give ye them to eat.” Even 
though interrupted in his reasonable 
rest-plans, he was still the accessible 
Christ. 
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What ‘is the 
Counsel of the Ungodly? 


In the First Psalm is a_ statement, 
“Blessed is the man ‘that walketh not in 
the courisel of the ungodly.” I have heard 
this explained as meaning that a Chris- 
tian should not seek advice from unbe- 
lievers, and the example was given of a 
Christian asking advice of a lawyer (which 
was said to be wrong) who is not a 
Christian or of a doctor who is not a 
Christian. I did not suppose the verse 


referred to proféssional counsel or busi-- 


ness counsel, but understood it to mean 
our spiritual walk, which, of course, 
should nét be guided by the opinions of 
unbelievers. Thank you for any attention 
you can give to the question—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. ; 

We must interpret the first verse of 
the First Psalm by the second verse. 
The first verse pronounces blessing on 
“the man that walketh not in the coun- 
sel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 
way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat 
of the scornful,” and the second verse 
shows us what is meant by the first: 
“But his delight is in the law of the 
Lord; and in his ‘law doth he meditate 
day and night.” That is to say, we are 
not to walk in the “counsel of the un- 
godly” in matters relating to. the Law 
or the- Word of God. Nor are we to 
expose ourselves to the spiritually poi- 
sonous ,influence of “sinners” cr “the 
scornful” by such habitual fellowship 
with them that our lives would be in- 
fluenced away from God and from his 
will and his fellowship. 

The Psalmist is not discussing any- 
where in this Psalm the question of the 
_believer’s getting proper or needed ad- 
vice in secular matters from one who 
may be an unbeliever. If we should 
attempt to set up any such rule for our 
lives we could not live in this world. 
For day by day we are necessarily in 
contact with unsaved people, “the un- 
godly,” under such circumstafices that 
we may properly ask and follow their 
advice in matters concerning which they 
are able to advise us helpfully. If a 
Christian man is walking along a road, 


or driving his car, in an unfamiliar 
region where he is not sure which road 
to take in order to reach his destination, 
he is not to refrain from asking an at- 
tendant in a gas station, or a stranger 
on the road, how to get to his destina- 
tion without first making sure that the 
one of whom he inquires is a godly man. 
He may properly ask and receive “coun- 
sel.of the ungodly” as to how to reach 
the place where he knows God wants 
him to.be. If a man is purchasing some- 
thing in a shop, and the salesman shows 
him different articles of the kind for 
which: he has inquired, at different prices 
and of different qualities, he may prop- 
erly ask the advice or counsel of the 
salesman as to which will best serve his 
purpose, and he need not be concerned 
as to whether that salesman is a believer 
or an unbeliever. So of legal or medical 
advice in purely temporal matters; there 
are times when it would be obviously 
foolish and wrong for. us to attempt to 
discriminate on the basis of the religious 
attitude of the one whose helpful advice 
is sought. 

Paul made a very clear statement to 
the Corinthian Christians, by divine in- 
spiration, that throws light on the First 
Psalm. He tells them that he had writ- 


ten enjoining them “not to company with 


fornicators . . . or with the covetous, 
or extortioners, or with idolaters.” But 
Paul explains that he was not forbid- 
ding Christians to company with sin- 


‘ners of this sort who are “of this world,” 


or unbelievers, “for then,” he explains, 
“must ye needs go out of the world” 
(1 Cor. 5:10). He goes on to make it 
plain that he was forbidding Christians 
to “keep company” with any man that 
was “called a brother” — that is, a pro- 
fessed believer — and who was living in 
such sins as Paul listed. Paul knew per- 
fectly well that the Corinthian Chris- 
tians, like himself, must have daily con- 


‘tact and dealings with sinful men of all 


sorts who were in the world and of the 


“world. The same Scriptural principle 


is plainly the basis of the First Psalm. 
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VICTORY IN CHRIST 











1. Looking into God's mirror : 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 














secret of the assurance of salva- 
tion. Taking God at his word is 

the secret of victory for every Christian. 
Trying to be saved is one of the many 
substitute: plans of salvation offered ‘by 
the Enemy of souls. “Trying: to be'a 
good Christian” is a phrase that may 
have a true meaning, and yet this also 
is far different from God’s plan for vic- 
torious Christian living. It is possible 
to be saved and yet be a defeated Chris- 
tian. It is possible to be a hard worker 
in religious things, and to miss the joy 


Tew God at his word is the 


and wonder of what the Christ-con- 


trolled and Spirit-empowered life should 
be.. This narrative of a defeated Chris- 
tian may point the way of victory to 
some other dissatisfied or discouraged 
soul, 


Active in Christian Work 


When I. was twelve years old I united 
with the church. The pastor asked cer- 
tain questions about Christ and his sal- 
vation, and I accepted all that the Bible 
said about it. I felt that. I was not taking 
Christ as my Saviour for the first time, 
but was confessing him openly. ‘I did 
not recall any time when I did not be- 


lieve in Christ as my Saviour. I remem- . 


ber attending evangelistic meetings when 
the evangelist would ask Christians to 
stand. Sometimes I would stand. At 
other times I would not stand. It'de- 
pended on what the evangelist said it 
meant to be a Christian, or rather what 


I understood him to say. I did not go . 


forward in any of these meetings. to 
accept Christ, as I considered it. might 
seem a repudiation of what I felt was a 
true faith in Christ. At least, that was 
how I reasoned. My uniting. with the 
church was a real crisis in my life, and 
I felt that now I must seek to do every- 
thing possible to serve the Lord, and be 
a faithful church member. 
In our small church there was one 
young people’s society, which belonged 
to the Christian Endeavor movement and 
also to a city union of the various 
churches in the same denomination. 
When I united with the church I was 
asked to join this society, and .did so 
with the desire to throw myself into the 
work. I seem to recall vividly the first 
meeting. I had signed a pledge to take 
some part in every meeting aside from 
singing. I memorized a verse and stood 
up to give the verse, steadying myself 
by holding the chair in front of me with 
two hands. The next week I read a 
“clipping,” this time holding on with 
one hand. The third week I wrote out 


“Thou awakest us to delight in thy 
praise;; for thou madest us for thy- 
self, and. our heart:is restless, until 
it‘repose in.thee.” So wrote Augus- 
tine, that great teacher of rhetoric 

- in. the: fourth century, at:the begin- 
ning of. his “Confessions.” His own 

‘ heart: knew no peace until he was 
past thirty, when, as he tells us, he 
found .it through the words of Ro- 
mans 13:13, 14, 

Unrest is just as prevalent as it 
was fifteen hundred years ago, and 
many are longing to know how to 
have peace. ‘Out of his long experi- 
ence in the Christian life and Chris- 
tian'service, Dr. McQuilkin, President 
of Columbia Bible College, Columbia, 

. S. C., has written a series of four 
articles, which present a valuable 
combination. of personal testimony 
and sound exposition of the way of 
victory :set forth in the Scriptures. 
_Beginning with this article, the series 
will continue in next week’s issue. 








something and memorized it. I am very 
grateful for the training in that young 
people’s society. All members were put 
on some committee. I went through all 
of the committees and. offices; and after 


‘some years the city-wide union became 


active, and I went through the com- 
mittees in the union, and the various 
offices. This was at the period when the 
mission study movement started. We 
threw ourselves into this new activity, 
and I began to teach mission study 
classes as an important part of my Chris- 
tian activity. 

A. God-Given Dissatisfaction 


But all through these high school 
years, and for several years following 
graduation from high school, when I was 
in the business world, I was greatly dis- 
satisfied with my Christian life. There 
was a sense of defeat. Had anyone gone 
to my beloved pastor to ask about me, 
he would have said that. I was one of 
the most active of the young people, in 
church attendance and in all the vari- 
ous services. Had I- compared myself 
with other young people, or with the 
older church members, there might have 
been a feeling of satisfaction, a sense of 
accomplishment. What was it~ that 
brought me dissatisfaction? It was the 
result of looking into God’s mirror. It 
was the revelation of my own life as 
made clear in the Word of God. Paul 
tells us that Christians who compare 


themselves one with the other are with- 
out understanding. As I looked back 
later over these years of spiritual hun- 
ger, there came before me very clearly 
certain verses that had kept vividly be- 
fore me this conviction of defeat. 


Much Anxiety, Little Joy 


“In nothing be anxious,” was one of 
these statements. Again and again I 
would read those two verses, Philip- 
pians 4:6, 7. There was the command, 
“In nothing be anxious,” and the assur- 
ance that “the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall guard 
your hearts and your thoughts in Christ 
Jesus.” It seemed to me that I was anx- 
ious about nearly everything. I was 
not quite as bad as the businessman 
who said that he worried only once a 


. day, and that was all day. And yet 


on the days when there would be great- 
est reason for thanksgiving, because of 
success in some Christian activity or 
success in business, there were always 
many things to take the joy out of those 
victories. In those years I do not re- 
call a night when I went to bed with 
“the peace ... which passeth all under- 
standing.” I could understand all the 
peace I had. When everything went 
right (which meant, when everything 
went the way I wanted it to go), there 
was peace. But what about this peace 
that passeth all understanding, the peace 
that is ours whatever the circumstances 
may be? I recognized that the word, 
“In nothing be anxious,” was a com- 
mand as definite as “Thou shalt not 
kill.” ‘Yet I, like Martha, was “anxious 
and troubled about many things.” 
Another verse that was linked in my 
thoughts with the verse about God’s 
peace was Peter’s expression, “Ye re- 
joice greatly with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory” (1 Pet. 1:8). I knew what 
it was to be happy when some circum- 
stances would bring special joy, but 
what was this “joy of the Lord”? What 
was this secret of rejoicing always? 
What did the Lord mean by, “My joy 
may be in you” (John 15:11), and, 
“Your joy no one taketh away from 
you”? (John 16:22.) It seemed to me 
that my own experiences did not fit into 
these testimonies of the early disciples. 
However, there were other verses that 
troubled me more than these on joy and 
peace. I read the Psalmist’s description 
of the Word of God as sweeter than 
honey and more to be desired than gold 
(Psa. 19:10). Again and again I would 
make it a rule to read the Bible every 
day. There were times when I was read- 

















556 * 


ing missionary books, and was very ac- 
tive in Christian service, when I did 
not read the* Bible every day. But I 
recall sitting up till the early hours of 
the morning to finish some interesting 
novel. The Bible had no such fascina- 
tion for me, and I wondered if it was 
“sweeter also than honey” and “more 
to. be desired . . . than gold.” Along 
with this, there was a sense of failure in 
my prayer life. I read of the men of 
prayer in the New Testament, and the 
supernatural answers to prayer. All of 
these seemed quite foreign to my experi- 
ence. 

As I describe this impression of those 
years in my Christian life, I am not 
suggesting that such questions were in 
my mind constantly. But on every con- 
sideration of my spiritual life, there was 
the conviction that something definite 
was lacking. There was also the real- 
ization that other Christians had some- 
thing I did not have. 


Repeated Failures 


This conviction of failure because of 
the lack of joy and peace, and because 
of the lack of vital Bible study and 
prayer, was not so serious as the con- 


viction of failure because of what we 


usually call “besetting sins.” I. had 
looked into God’s mirror, and read the 
verse: “There hath no temptation taken 
you but such as man can bear: but God 
is faithful, who will not suffer you to 
be tempted above that ye are able; but 
will with the temptation make.also the 
way of escape, that ye may be able to 
endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13). As I read 
that statement, it seemed to mean that 
God had a way of deliverance in temp- 
tation, and that he would give victory 
over every temptation to sin. But I 
judged that I had victory over practically 
none of my temptations. The same fail- 
ures would occur over and over again. 
It was only by the grace of God that 
I was kept from many of the outward 
sins which young men indulge in. But 
I realized that in my heart I was no 
better than others; it was because of 
a different environment that I did not 
meet some of these temptations. But 
there were sins of impurity, of irrita- 
tion, of untruthfulness, of selfishness, of 


pride in many forms. I was being con-' 


victed of these sins, and confessed them, 
but again and again I would fall before 
the same temptation. There was an- 
other verse that was linked in my mind 
with 1 Corinthians 10:13: “They that are 
of Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh 
with the passions and the lusts thereof” 
(Gal. 5:24). I did not understand the 
theology of this verse, but I gathered 
from it that in my daily practice I cer- 
tainly had not put to death the pas- 
sions or lusts of my body. 

But there was a third conviction that 
brought” me more concern than these 
repeated failures in sins of commission, 
or the failures in Bible study and prayer. 
I was seeing practically no miracle re- 
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sults from my constant religious activ- 
ities. I did not know of anyone who 
was led to Christ through my testi- 
mony. I did not know of any lives 
transformed as the result of my work. 
Yet the New Testament books, espe- 
cially the Acts of the Apostles, were full 
of the mighty power of God. What was 
this power that the Lord had promised 
to the disciples, and which they had re- 
ceived on the day of Pentecost? Many 
times I would comfort myself with the 
fact that our part was to give out the 
Word, and to leave the results with the 
Lord. Again, I would be, comforted 
when some one would join a Bible class, 
or would join the church, as the result 
of my invitation: Yet even in these 
cases I could not notice anything of the 
mighty power of God. 

The period of my life described in- 
cluded the years in high school and the 
eight or nine years that followed high 
school when I was working for a firm of 
contractors. There seemed to be prom- 
ise of real success. in the business world, 
but now and again I would return to a 
very early question I faeed when read- 
ing a booklet that set forth the tremen- 
dous need of the unreached mission 
fields of the world. I began to ask if 
I ought not to give my whole life to 
Christian service, and especially in the 
mission field. For some years it was 
not possible to go on with college work 
because of the material needs of the 
home. But the firm where I was em- 
ployed gave increases to several of the 
young men, and put me into a position 
to meet the home obligations and go on 
with university training. Most of my 
friends regarded the opportunity in busi- 
ness as a clear indication that I should 
go on in this work. But I took it rather 
as God’s provision to give up the oppor- 
tunity and to enter college training. 


Meeting Modernism 


During that first year in college, sev- 
eral problems faced me. Certain ques- 
tions came concerning the infallibility 
of the Old Testament: At the same time 
my faith in the deity of Christ and other 
Christian essentials was greatly strength- 
ened by the superficial views of those 
who contradicted these Christian teach- 
ings. I had read the arguments of those 
who tried to explain the miracles of the 
New Testament, or rather to explain 
away the plain meaning of the narrative. 
They contradicted one another, showing 
the foolishness and the superficiality of 
the arguments. I recall that during that 
first year I had long arguments with stu- 
dents about the deity of Christ. At the 
close of the argument, each of us would 
still believe what we believed before. 
I tried to do Christian work in the uni- 
versity, but saw little in the-way of real 
miracle results. I began to ask myself 
what I was going to preach when I got 
to the mission field. 


(To be continued next week) 
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Under the Skylight 


By The Farm Mother 

















Morning Here and Over There 


AM informed in a recent magazine 

article that our leading woman jour- 
nalist never rises till ten in the morning. 
Poor lady! I do not doubt that she has 
a very full and interesting life, but she 
misses something that I wouldn’t barter 
for the most brilliant career in the world 
man has made, if she never knows the 
delight of seeing and hearing the world 
God made waken to life on a summer 
morning. Almost one could forget that 
no longer is the morning mist in Eden 
going up from the earth to water the 
whole face of the ground. (No erosion 
problems there.) 

Out of the experiences of the scorch- 
ing drought summer of ’34 I salvaged 
one which I trust I shall never forget. 
The rest of the family seemed to find 
it possible to sleep surrounded by four 
blistering walls broken only here and 
there by a black, gasping window. I 
chose a hard camp bed in a sequestered 
spot on the lawn, and out there I made 
a new and intimate acquaintance with 
God’s stars. One doesn’t sleep so soundly 
or sO many hours in company so be- 
guiling, but one’s rest is very sweet 
and refreshing. Once along in the wee 
small hours, the collie would come regu- 
larly to rest his slender nose upon some 
portion of my anatomy to say, “Isn’t 
this just too jolly, old pal?” then flop 
down again on the ground with a sigh 
of utter satisfaction. 

With the first pearl gray of the com- 
ing dawn the symphony begins. First 
sounds the raucous trumpet of the do- 
mestic fowls. I am glad there are no 
geese at Skylight Farm. Only when the 
wild geese are making their yearly mi- 
gration do they appeal:to me. Then the 
sound of their mysterious honking over- 
head at night stirs the blood like a call 
from the vast unknown. 

The cocks are the buglers out here 
on the prairie. Their harsh reveille 
sounds first from our own flock, then 
an answering call from perhaps a mile 
away seems to waken all the feathered 
world, except perhaps the turtle dove, 
which seems to me more of an afternoon 
bird singing rather of the past than of 
the dawn. What a chorus of trills and 
twitters fills the air, and the merry, lusty 
brown thrasher tries to mimic them all 
and drown out his fellows. Suddenly 
from somewhere thrillingly near by 
comes the awkward, always immature, 
crow of a pheasant cock. Ah, but now 
I catch the note I love the very best of 
all. Let Keats have his nightingale and, 
listening to it, find it “rich to die”; let 


Shelley’s soul mount up with his sky-| 
lark. Our only lark, the meadow bird, 
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Lesson for September 3 


content with a fencepost, has a lovely, 
liquid song; but the call that puts cour- 
age into my drooping soul and makes 
me strong to do exploits consists of two, 
at most three, clear notes from our 
homely Bob White. My cheery Sir 
Hopeful calls, receives his answer, calls 
again; then like that of Keats’ nightin- 
gale, but without its plaintiveness, his 


"gong fades 


“Past the near meadows, -over the still 
stream, 
Up the hill side —” 


and it is day. 
What must it have been like to waken 
in Eden? What will it be like to waken 


in the Paradise of God? I shall be satis- 
fied. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















God is faithful, who will not suf- 
fer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able; but will with the tempta- 
tion also make the way of escape 
(1 Cor. 10:13). ; 


HE way of escape, ekbasin, is “the 
way out.” Christ is the way, and not 
only the way of truth and the way of 
life, but the way of escape. Ekbasin is 


-used once again in the New Testament in 


Hebrews 13:7. After quoting the prom- 
ises, “I will in no wise fail thee, neither 
will I in any way forsake thee”; “With 
good courage we may say, The Lord is 
my helper,” the writer goes on to say, 
“Remember them that had the rule over 
you, men that spake unto you the word 
of God and consider the issue [ekbasin, 
way out] of their life.” I like to trans- 
late the two anas of this passage, “Gaze 
intently wp [anatheorentes], at the exit 
of their wpward course of life [anas- 
trophe]” — as if one could see the saints 
and spiritual leaders passing upward in 
their outgoing from the life of time to 
the life of eternity. And in the follow- 
ing verse the writer seems to see the 
Lord Jesus standing to welcome them 
as he did Stephen, “Jesus Christ, the 
same yesterday, and to day and for 
ever.” The exit from life is the entrance 
to Christ. Christ is the way out of 
temptation, and the way out of tem- 
poral existence into the eternal. 


HERE are many passages in the New 

Testament where the doctrine of the 
Trinity is repeatedly intimated. Thus 
the last half of Romans 8 is really a 
great Trinitarian passage.. Verses 26 and 
27 define the ministry of the Spirit; 
thence on to verse 34, God’s govern- 
ment and foreknowledge and plan of 
salvation are dealt with. Verses 34-39 
deal with the Saviour who died, “yea 
rather, that is risen again . . . who also 
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maketh intercession for us,” and follows 
and supports his Church in all the bit- 
ter experiences of its history. The whole 
creation groaneth, and it is the ministry 
of the Spirit to comfort; all things work 
together for good in God’s governance; 
in all things we are more than con- 
querors through Christ who loved us. 

In Romans 8:9 Paul identifies the Holy 
Spirit with Christ,— “if so be that the 
Spirit of God dwell in you. _Now if any 
man have not the Spirit’ of Christ he 
is none of his.” In Romans 9:5 Christ 
is identified with God, “Christ ... who 
is over all, God blessed for evermore.” 
In Romans 10 and 11 the word “Lord” 
is applied indiscriminately to Jehovah 
and to Jesus. “If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth the Lord Jesus”; “Elias... 
maketh intercession to God against Is- 
rael saying, Lord, they have killed thy 
prophets.” The God of providence and 
the Christ of redemption are in Romans 
10:12, ‘13 both given the title of “Lord”: 
“For the same Lord over all is rich unto 
ll who call upon him. For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” 

Such allusions to the Trinity are scat- 
tered all through the Epistles. Thus 2 
Corinthians 1:3: “Blessed be God, even 
the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of mercies, and the God of all 
comfort,” — that is, God in Christ, God 
as ruling Providence, and God as the 
Spirit or Comforter. Galatians 4:6, “God 
hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts.” Here we have God 
providing for us, Christ dying for us, and 
the Spirit renewing us. Ephesians is full 
of Trinitarian allusions, — 4:4-6, “There 
is ...one Spirit ...one Lord... one 
God and Father of all, who is above all,” 
as ruler, through all by his Son, his 
agent and instrument in both creation 
and redemption, and in you all by the 
Holy Spirit. In Ephesians 2:21, 22, “An 
holy temple: in the Lord: in whom 
ye also are builded together for an 
habitation of God through his Spirit.” 
‘For through [Christ] we both have 
access by one Spirit unto the Father” 
(Eph. 2:18). “Revealed unto his... 
prophets by the Spirit ... par- 
takers of his promise in Christ by 
the gospel . . . according to the gift of 
the grace of God” (Eph. 3:5-7). “But ye 
have not so learned Christ,” our teacher; 
“that ye put on the new man, which 
after God [that is, according to Godis 
plan] is created in righteousness,” and 
“grieve not the holy. Spirit of God, 
whereby ye are sealed” (Eph. 4:20, 24, 
30). 

+ 


Don’t you want a handy binder in 
which to keep your copies of THe _SuNn- 
DAY ScHooL Times? Send in five Get 
Acquainted subscriptions (25 cents each, 
for 10 weeks) and the binder is yours 
(price of the binder, $1.25 postpaid). 
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Echoes of the 
Day of Prayer in Chicago 


6¢PEJOICE in the Lord ... and again 

I say rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). God’s 
smile certainly made May 25 a great 
day of intercession for revival. The ob- 
servance of the day all over the land, 
and here in Chicago was beyond any- 
thing asked or thought. Prayer for this 
Godward movement was abundantly 
answered, as the following report will. 
show. 

From forty-three states word came 
that great numbers of God’s people were 
praying privately, in the family, and in 
church assemblies. “Early birds” rose as 
early as one o’clock in the morning, and 
“watchmen of the night” continued un- 
til midnight, supplicating for blessing 
upon Christ’s ambassadors, and for re- 
vival. Some prayed with fasting. Re- 
ports have already been received from 
Palestine, Venezuela, Korea, and other 
lands of the rise of the tide of prayer. 
In Korea alone, over 40,000 rose early 
for prayer in response to the call. Cer- 
tainly the Lord poured out the spirit 
of grace and supplication. 

The observance of the Day of Prayer 
in Chicago under the auspices of the 
Great Commission Prayer League was 
in the fullness of the blessing of Christ. 
The largest church auditorium in the city, 
that of the Moody Memorial Church, 
was well filled with earnest int:r- 
cessors, coming from greater Chicazo, 
and near-by states. At the opening scrv- 
ice at 10.30 A. M., almost 3,000 people 
were together for prayer. Attendance 
increased in the afternoon and evening. 
Probably more than 14,000 participated 
in public prayer, and thousands more, 
who listened to the morning and after- 
noon broadcasts, were praying in their 
homes. 

This seemed like one of the great days 
of prayer that ushered in the revival of 
1857. Pray that similar great days of 
prayer will follow in the more than one 
hundred and thirty-five cities where the 
League’s Prayer Conferences have been 
held. Interest in such mass-assemblies 
for revival prayer is rising in Kansas 
City, Washington, D. C., and Philadel- 
phia. 

Stenographic reports of the Day of 
Prayer in Chicago are now in our hands. 
We are asking the Lord, if it be his per- 
fect will, for the funds necessary to print 
the entire account of the day in “The 
Awakener.” The messages of Dr. Charles 
E. Fuller of the “Old Fashioned Revival 
Hour” (Los Angeles), Dr. Will H. Hough- 
ton, President of the Moody Bible Inst’- 
tute, and Mrs. Carl R. Gray (“American 
Mother,” 1937) will thus be a blessing 
to the thousands over the country who 
were not privileged to be present. Wl] 
you join with us in believing prayer for 
this provision?—The Great Commission 
Prayer League, 808 N. La Salle Street, 
Chicago. 
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ISAIAH: A LIFE DEDICATED TO GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—Isaiah 6: 1-13 


Golden Text.—Here am |; send me.—Isa. 6: 8 








Kine JAMES VERSION 


Isa. 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
temple. 

2 Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. 

3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lorp of hosts: the whole earth is full of his. glory. 

4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke. 

5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lorp of hosts. 

6 Then flew one of the seraphims unto me, having a live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar: 

7 And he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged. 

8 Also I heard ‘the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am.I; send me. 

9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye indeed, but 
understand not; and see ye indeed, but perceive not. 

10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, 
and shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with 
‘their ears, and understand with their heart, and vonvert, and be 
healed. 

11 Then said I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until the 
cities be wasted without inhabitant, and the houses without man, 
and the land be utterly desolate, 

12 And the Lorp have removed men far away, and there be 
a great forsaking in the midst of the land. 

13 But yet in it shall be a tenth, and it shall return, and shall 
be eaten: as a teil tree, and as an oak, whose substance is in 
them, when they cast their leaves: so the holy seed shall be the 
substance thereof. 


% % 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


being brought into the full conscious- 
ness of cleansing and enduement for drop the “s.” The Hebrew plural is 
service. Yet we need not think of this indicated by the “im.” These glorious 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Isa. 6:1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and hfted up; and his 'train filled the tem- 
ple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim: each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his 
feet, and with twain he did fly. 3 And one cried unto another, 
and said, “Holy, holy, holy, is Jehovah of hosts: 2the whole 
earth is full of his glory. 4 And the foundations of the thres- 
holds shook at the voice of him that cried, and the house was 
filled with smoke. 5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; 
becayse I am.a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, 
Jenovah of hosts. : 

6 Ther flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a *live coal 
in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off the 
altar: 7 and he touched my mouth with it, and said, Lo, this 
hath touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and 
thy sin ‘forgiven. 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, 
Whem shall I send, and who will go for us? Then I said, Here 
am I; send me. 9 And he said, Go, and tell this people, Hear ye * in- 
deed, but understaad not; and see ye ®indeed, but perceive not. 
10 Make the heart of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and 
shut their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and *understand with their heart, and turn again, and be 
healed. 11 Then said-I, Lord, how long? And he answered, Until 
cities be waste without inhabitant, and houses without man, and the 
land become utterly waste, 12 and Jehovah have removed men 
far away, and the forsaken places be many in the midst of the 
land. 13 7And if there be yet a tenth in it, it also shall in turn 
be %eaten up: as a terebinth, and as an oak, ® whose 1°stock 
remaineth, when they ™ are felled; so the holy seed is the 1 stock 
thereof. 


1Or,. skirts. *Heb., the fulness of the whole earth is his 
glory. *Or, hot stone. * Or, expiated. ® Or, continually. ¢ Or, 
their heart should understand. *Or, But yet in it shall be a 
tenth, and it shall return, and shall be eaten up. *®Or, burnt. 
*Or, whose substance is in them. Or, substance. ™ Or, cast 
their leaves. 


The American: Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School. Lesson’ Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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Verse 2.—“The seraphim.” We may 
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Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicage 


Approach to the Lesson 


T IS always of interest when one is 
| privileged to get a personal and inti- 

mate account of the revelation. of 
God to a human soul. In this chapter 
Isaiah lets us into the secret of his won- 
derful power and equipment for service. 
He takes us into the sanctuary, shows us 
how the Lord was revealed to him, and 
lets us know the circumstances of his 
call to the prophetic office. This was 
the real starting point of his effective 
ministry. We know from chapter 1, 
verse 1, that he began to witness for 
God in the days of King Uzziah. As the 
events recorded in chapter 6 took place 
in the year that ruler died, we conclude 
that these experiences were subsequent 
to his earlier prophetic testimony. Many 
another’ servant of God has preached to 
others before learning to know the Lord 
himself in a definite way and before 





as Isaiah’s “second blessing.” It was 
rather a part of God’s dealing with him 
in order that he might be better prepared 
to give out the Word to others because 
of knowing the reality of having to do 
with God, himself. 


The Historical Setting 


Uzziah died 758 B. C., and: it was in 
this same year that Isaiah had the ex- 
periences here recorded. Just how much 
earlier he began his prophetic ministry 
we are not told. 


Verse by Verse 


Isaiah 6: 1.—“I saw also the Lord.” That 
word “also” is significant. Was it a sight 
of God that brought the leprosy out 
on Uzziah’s forehead? The same God 
revealed himself to Isaiah while he was 
attending a service in the Temple at 
Jerusalem; however, it was not in judg- 
ment but in grace that he showed him- 
self as the infinitely holy one. 


beings seem to be messengers of grace, 
as distinguished from the cherubim, who 
speak rather of righteousness and judg- 
ment. 


Verse 3.—“Holy, holy, holy”! It is an 
ascription of praise and adoration to 
the triune God, whose glory is mani- 
fested in all creation. 


Verse 4—“The posts of the door 
moved.” Strange that inanimate pillars 
should be easier to move than the hard 
hearts of sinful men! 


Verse 5.—“Woe is me!” The effect of 
beholding God is to make one realize 
his own unworthiness and the corrup- 
tion of his own heart. Isaiah saw him- 
self in the light of Jehovah’s infinite 
holiness. 

Verse 6.—“A live coal... from off the 
altar.” It was the altar of sacrifice, 
which prefigured the cross. That live 
coal told of the fire of judgment hav- 
ing burned ‘itself out upon the offering. 
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Lesson for September 3 


Verse 7.—“Thine iniquity is taken 
away, and thy sin purged.” The divine- 


. ly-sent messenger proclaimed the good 


news of redemption and purification 
from sin through him whose one offering 
was pictured in the sacrifice of the altar. 

Verse 8—“Whom shall I send... ?” 
To the cleansed soul comes the call for 


- service: the vision of a needy world. 


Isaiah responds, “Here am I; send me”! 


Verse 9.—“And he said, Go”! This was 
the prophet’s commission. He was to 
be God’s messenger even though the peo- 
ple refused to hear. 


Verse 10.—‘Lest they see... hear... 
and understand.” Even though the Word 
seemed to have no other effect than to 
harden them in their sins and rebellion, 
Isaiah was to proclaim the message faith- 
fully. 


Verse 11—“Lord, how long?” It takes 
faith to continue to witness to an un- 
heeding people. The prophet was to 
preach until there were none left to 
hear. 


Verse 12.—‘A great forsaking.” Be- 
cause they had forsaken God he would 
give them up to the power of their cruel 
enemies, in retributive justice. 

Verse 13.—“Yet in it shall be a tenth.” 
God always has his remnant — the elec- 
tion of grace— who hear his Word and 
turn to him in repentance. These con- 
stitute a “holy seed,” who are the real 
“substance” of ‘the nation or people to 
whom the message of the Lord is carried. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The servant of God is responsible to 
the Lord himself. Having received his 
commission, he is to go forth in the name 
of the One who sends him, declaring 
the message committed to him. The re- 
sults must be left with God. * Whether 
men hear or whether they forbear (Ezek. 
2:3-5), he who proclaims the Word faith- 
fully has delivered his soul. The apostle 
Paul entered into this when he spoke 
of being a sweet savor of Christ unto 
God both in them that are saved and in 
them that perish (2 Cor. 2:15). God is 
honored when his truth is preached no 
matter what attitude the hearers take 
toward it, and that Word will not return 
void, but will accomplish the divine pur- 
pose (Isa. 55:11). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


The Six-Winged Seraphim. These rep- 
resentatives of the grace of God to 
needy men “fly swiftly” to tell of his 
Saving favor, based upon the atoning 
sacrifice. With two of their wings they 
hide their faces as they worship the in- 
finitely holy One. With two they cover 
their beautiful feet, and with two they 
hasten forth in loving service. The 
cherubim are said to have four wings 
(Ezek. 1:6). The “living creatures” of 
Ezekiel 1 are identified as the “cherubim” 
in chapter 10. May not the six wings 
of the seraphim tell us how mercy re- 
joiceth against judgment? -(Jas. 2:13.) 
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Lesson Calendar | 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons forthe year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. ’ 


10, September 8.—Isaiah: A Life Dedi- 
cated to God ......... . Isaiah 6:1-13 
11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 
12, September 17.—Micah: A Messenger 
of Social Justice .....Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8 
13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 
Birth of the Messianic King. 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 
Fourth Quarter 
October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1 and 2 
October 8—The Forerunner of the 
King. Matthew 3 
October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus 
Matthew 4 
October 22.—The Citizens of the King- 
SARE .... Matthew 5:1-16 
. October 29.—Beverage:-Alcohol and 
Social Progress (International Tem- 
perance Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; 
Luke 21:29-31, 34-36; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
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The Coal from the Altar. It was from 
the altar of burnt offering the coal was 
taken, not from the golden altar, where 
only incense was burned. That live coal 
was witness of the fire, ever burning, 
which was never to go out (Lev. 6:13). 
It constantly foreshadowed the work of 
the cross. Through that sacrifice alone 
could iniquity be purged and sin be put 
away (Heb 9:13, 14). 

Who Will Go for Us? It has pleased 
God to commit the declaration of his 
truth to men, rather than to angels. He 
is still calling for consecrated men and 
women to carry the offer of salvation 
and the warning of judgment to a lost 
world. Such must know for themselves 
the cleansing power of the blood of 
Christ, if they would give effective tes- 
timony to those still in their sins. 


Lesson Outlines 


Four Great Sicuts in Isatan 6 
A sight of God (v. 1) 
A sight of self (v. 5) 
A sight of the cross (vs. 6, 7) 
A sight of the world’s need (v. 8) 

CHAPTER OUTLINE — ISAIAH 6 

Tilumination (v. 1) 
Adoration (v. 3) 
Realization (v. 5) 
Evangelization (v. 6) 
Purification (v. 7) 
Consecration (v. 8) _ 
Proclamation (vs. 9, 10) 
Desolation (vs. 11, 12) 
Salvation (v. 13) 


Practical and Personal Applications 

In the earlier chapters of this book we 
hear the prophet proclaiming “Woe” to 
many different types of sinners. In chap- 
ter 6 it is “Woe is me!” Have we thus 
judged ourselves before God? 


No one is fit to be God’s messenger 
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who has not seen the Lord, by faith, 


H ad this wonder- 
EER 
e MA soul sees no good in 


self, and soon realizes that all others are 
in the same plight. Have we thus recog- 
nized the lost condition of all men out 
of Christ? 


What response have we made to the 
call of God for messengers to carry his 
truth to those in the darkness of sin and 
ignorance? x 


Do we know the blessedness of cleans- 
ing of heart and life through the one 
offering of our Lord Jesus Christ upon 
the cross where he made purification for 
sins? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


A sight of God always brings a-‘man to 
an end of himself. 


The holy seraphim veil their faces be- 
fore the display of God’s holiness, but 
believers may look with unveiled face 
upon that glory displayed in Christ (2 
Cor. 3:18). ‘ 

It is the primary work of the Spirit of 
God to bring.one to cry, “Woe is me!” 


It is easy to see the sins of others; it 
takes divine illumination to recognize 
our own corruption. 


Unclean lips come from an unclean 
heart (Matt. 15:19). 


There is no other remedy for sin but 
the sacrifice offered up on the cross by 
God’s blessed Son. 


Some one has said that many young 
Christian men today answer the divine 
call with “Here am I; send my sister !” 


The “tenth” promised to Isaiah, as a 
result of his ministry was the believing 
remnant in a day of apostasy. 


God will always have his election, even 
in the darkest times, so we are to labor 
on in confidence, knowing he has sent 
us to declare the Gospel to a needy 
world. . 

CHICAGO. 

we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


HO was King Uzziah, and what spe- 
cial significance was attached to his 
death? 


2. Where was Isaiah when he had the ex- 
perience mentioned in this lesson? 


3. Who are the seraphim? 


4. What was the effect of Isaiah’s. vision 
of God? : 


5. In what way was his distress alleviated? 

6. Of what did the coal of fire speak? 

7. What followed the experience of cleans- 
ing? 

8. What response did Isaiah make? 

9. Was he promised great success in win- 
ning men for God? 

10. What is the servant’s responsibility 
when he hears the call of God? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 563 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar: is, paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked te 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

In the Barber Shop.—Woe is me! for 
F am undone; because I am a man of 
unclean lips (Isa. 6:5). A minister was 
one day in a barber shop when four 
or five young men whom he knew 
walked in. He knew them by their 
voices, but they did not recognize the 
man in the chair with lather all over 
his face. They proceeded to spend the 
time by telling stories and using expres- 
sions which, to say the least, were rather 
strong. When the barber pulled away 
the towel, the minister, cleanly shaved, 
stood before them. So nonplused were 
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they that no one tried to take the vacant 


chair, and the barber called several 
times: “Next gentleman! Next gentle- 
man!” The preacher smiled somewhat 


grimly as he said: “It isn’t a bit of use, 
John. There’s not a man here that has 
the effrontery to answer to that name.” 
—From Biblical Illustrator. Sent by 
Marjorie M. Bowden, Villisca, Iowa. 


The Most Wicked Man.—Woe is me! 
. .. for mine eyes have seen the King 
(v. 5). Once, when Alexander Whyte 
was addressing a small and poor audi- 
ence, he astonished them by saying that 
he had found out the name of the most 
wicked man in Edinburgh and had come 
to tell them. Then, bending forward, he 
whispered, “His name is Alexander 
Whyte!” He looked down into his own 
heart and spoke, and his word was with 
power.—From the British Weekly. Sent 
by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


A Drowned Egyptian.—Thine iniquity 
is taken away, and thy sin purged (v. 
7). Years ago a woman who professed 
Christianity was troubled by the fact 
that her husband and sons would have 
nothing to do with Christ because of her 
example. To a minister she confessed 
she had one bad fault, an ugly temper, 
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but then she said, “I can’t help it; I was 
born that way.” The minister wrote 
down a verse for her. “The Egyptians 
whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see 
them again no more for ever” (Exod. 
14:13). Three weeks later he received 
a check for his church and a note at- 


tached which read, “A thank offering for , 


a drowned Egyptian.”—From Christian 
Herald. Sent by E. M. Cary, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


A Rabbi Corners a “Christian.”—Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see 
ye indeed, but perceive not (v..9). A 
Jewish rabbi was in conversation with 
a prominent church dignitary, and the 
matter of the relationship of the Chris- 
tian message to the Jewish hope of a 
Messiah was taken up. “As I understand 
it,” said the rabbi, “you Christians be- 
lieve that Jesus was the Messiah.” The 
clergyman assured him that this was 
correct. 

“When, then, will this man Jesus fulfill 
the rest of the prophecies about himself? 
When will he reign upon the earth? 
When will he appear in glory?” The 
reply was that this had been fulfilled by 
the coming of the Holy Spirit into the 
hearts of the people. The prophecies, 
explained the clergyman, must be un- 
derstood figuratively, or spiritually. But 
the rabbi persisted. 

“But you believe that in the birth and 
ministry of Jesus the prophecies of the 
Old Testament about those matters were 
literally fulfilled?” 

“Yes,” was the reply. 

“Then,” said the rabbi, “since you take 
to yourself the right of making one set 
of the prophecies literal, and another set 
figurative, I take the right to declare 
that both are figurative. I have as much 
reason to say that the prophecies of the 
birth of Messiah are to be taken figura- 
tively as you have to say the prophecies 
of His reign are only figurative.”—From 
Young People’s Full Gospel Quarterly. 
Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 
Prize illustration. 


True Surrender.—And he said, Go (v. 
9). The late Rev. J. H. Jowett said he saw 
seventy Salvation Army officers receive 
their commission for foreign service. 
Not one of them had any idea where the 
command would send him — whether to 
Africa, or India, or Brazil, or to a 
crowded city in Japan. When each-man 
received his commission, he welcomed it 
with a salute—From the Christian Her- 
ald. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can. 


Afraid of Isaiah.—Lest they ... under- 
stand with their heart (v.10). The Jew- 
ish Missionary Magazine tells the follow- 
ing incident. A rabbi was teaching his 
pupils the Book of Isaiah. One lad, upon 
being asked at home concerning his les- 
sons, reported that they were studying 
Isaiah. His irate father rushed to the 
“What do you mean by 
teaching my boy Isaiah? Do you want 
him to become a Christian?”—Sent by 
Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 
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Lesson for Sapsiniber 3 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Greatest Fixation—In the year 
that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
(Isa. 6:1). When a great thing happens 
in our life we never forget its exact 
time. We forget many things, but not 


“that. Many are the men and wormen 


who can teJl you the very day, hour, 
and even the minute when they “saw 
also the Lord.” We hear them tell about 
it as they give their testimony in meet- 
ing. 

The other day a woman in New Jersey, 
condemned to death in the electric chair, 
had her sentence changed to life im- 
prisonment — with its hope. That woman 
can tell you the very day, hour, and 
minute the warden told her she was 
“saved.” 

How much more vivid is the salva- 
tion of the man when he realizes that 
he is a condemned sinner and gets to 
“see also the Lord”! 

Isaiah was no “where-is-my-wander- 
ing-boy-tonight” prodigal, but you see 
that even Isaiah locates the occasion 
of his sight of the Lord by a great date 
in Israel’s history, the death of a good 
king (2 Chron. 26:13-15, 23). 

When you read history you find the 
historian continually uses the words “in 
the reign of.” Great events have a way 
of hanging around rulers. “Tennyson 
was a Victorian poet.” “That lovely 
building is a fine example of Georgian 
architecture.” My college professor 
said, “Why don’t you make a collection 
of Elizabethan writers?” 

Here we have in our lesson a tremen- 
dous event in the Prophet’s life. He 
“saw the Lord.” How God revealed him- 
self we are not told. He has*all sorts 
of ways. To the fugitive Moses it was 
in the burning bush, in charge of the 
Angel of the Lord, that God spoke to 
him (Exod. 3:2-4). In the New Testa- 
ment he came in Jesus Christ (John 14: 
9). 

And the advent of Christ was so great 
that we havesfixed our calendar to it. 
Anno Domini, “The year of our Lord.” 
B. C., “Before Christ.” But the greatest 
starting point is when “I saw also the 
Lord.” 


Hand-Picked.— Whom shall I send... ? 
... Here am I; send me (v. 8). Suppose 
at some service in your church the min- 
ister should say: “We need some capa- 
ble and substantial help in our Sunday 
school department. I would like those 
in the congregation who are willing to 
engage in this branch of the Lord’s work 
to meet me after the service in front 
of the pulpit.” Yes,‘ just suppose the 
minister should make this appeal, how 
many would you guess would be up 
there in the attitude of “Here am I; send 
me”? 

There is likely to be not one, and let 
me add it is no discredit to the congre- 
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gation nor any reflection upon the spir- 
itual life of the church. Even those who 
might like to be in Sunday school work 
would hesitate about going up. And 
here is the reason, and you should: never 
forget it. You do not get good Chris- 
tian workers by just shaking the tree, 
any more than you get fine fruit bya 
tree shake. 

The “here-am-I-send-me” kind of men 
and women are hand-picked, just as. my 
Pennsylvania - Dutch apple - growing 
friend, Chris Snyder up the Ephrata 
way, gets his fine Winesaps, Starkings, 
and Delicious apples. (John 15:16, 19.) 

Isaiah, in the year King Uzziah died, 
was hand-picked! I have just had a fine 


illustration in my Rock Run Sunday — 


School. Matrimony and’ Maternity had 
taken the teachers of my Primary De- 
partment. I did not go before the church 
Sunday school with a “Who will come 
to Rock Run and help me out?” 


I told the Lord about it. “Dear Lord, - 


this is not my work; it is your work. 
I need badly a new head for the Pri- 
mary.” Then it all happened. One of 
my finest Rock Run girls, in business in 
the village store and in touch with all 
the Rock Run families, and a girl I 
have had since babyhood sent word (and 
came with it), “Here am I; use me!” 

Yes, hand-picked—the Lord’s hand. 
And what has happened? The attend- 
ance automatically doubled the follow- 
ing Sunday. No one had to go out and 
“drum ’em up.” They just came. One 
of the Angels of the Lord probably got 
busy ! 


The Metric System.—But yet in it.shall 
be a tenth, and it shall return. (v. 13). 
Heaven seems to approve of the metric 
system, although I cannot remember that 
any of the advocates of the system for 
Uncle Sam has mentioned this fact. 

In the Old Testament it was the Lord’s 
share of income. They called it the 
tithe. There were ten commandments. 
Abraham pleaded for Sodom and Go- 
morrah in the metric system: “Peradven- 
ture ten shall be found there.” And he 
said, “I will not destroy it for ten’s sake.” 
Abraham stopped at ten! (Gen. 18:32.) 

A few years ago I was all set to sail 
for England with Mrs. Ridgway. Had 
the tickets bought on the great Levia- 
than. I figured I would need English 
money, so I had my bank give me every 
piece of English money in daily use. 

This was done, and here is what I 
had: sovereign, guinea, crown, penny. 
How much money would I have if the 
shilling is worth 24 cents? The sov- 
ereign is worth 20 shillings. The guinea, 
21 shillings. Crown, 5 shillings. The 
penny 2 cents. “Twelve pence made one 
shilling.” Then there were notes of 
various values. 

As I came along Main Street today I 
noticed in the shop windows articles 
are largely marked 98, 49, 29, 19. Rarely 
100, 50, 30, 20. I am wondering how 
the English merchant would handle his 
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pounds, shillings, and pence to make up 
a “Come on in and buy.” 

Of course, all this will seem to have 
nothing to do with the subject of our 
lesson, “Isaiah: A Life Dedicated to God,” 
but my object is to call attention to the 
fact that the scheme of the godly life 
as ordered by Heawen is one of great 
simplicity and ease—as easy as our 
money system of ten dimes make a dol- 
lar. 

We get salvation by a look and a sim- 
ple mental process. Believe and be 
saved. Life is so simple that if the hu- 
man race would turn to God in faith, 
national and domestic problems would 
solve themselves. Nations could scrap 
the warships and disband armies. This 
will happen some day. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we are thankful that thou dost call us to any 
service for thee. May we not take these high 
privileges as matters of course, but every time 
thou dost call upon us to do any special work 
for thee, may we, with humble gratitude and 
courage, based upon thy call, undertake what- 
ever thou dost plan for us. We thank thee 
that Isaiah was ready to do the definite task 
that was set before him, and that his life 
was so committed to thee that any other course 
would have been far from his purpose. May 
we have our ears keen to hear thy call at 
any time, and if thou dost set before us very 
difficult tasks, may we be thankful indeed that 
we have been thus chosen for such service. 
We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus. 
Amen. ; 


After the Lesson.—What a simple an- 
swer Isaiah gave to God’s call! Just 
five words were enough, and those cover 
the whole story. A man who is a prophet 
must be one who speaks for God, speaks 
the words that God gives him. It is very 
easy for us to answer God’s call a little 
differently from the way Isaiah answered 





ISAIAH'’S ANSWER 
“HERE AM I; 
SEND ME” 
MY ANSWER? 











it. What was it he said? Yes, “Here 
am I; send mé.” But a good many folks, 
when God’s call is set right before them, 


answer, “Here am I; send some one else.” 


How easy it is for us to dodge, or at 
least to try to dodge, the thing that God 
wants us to do! Is it very much like 
that with you, or do you stand right 
with Isaiah and say, “Here am I; send 
me”? That is a great text to learn, and 
a great position in which a servant of 
God must stand if he would be of real 
use. May God help every one of us to 
be like that day by day! Let us pray. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Abscess. 

Discussion: What makes lips unclean? 
Is it a cigarette, or an impure word, a 
profane word, a censorious word; or is it 
unclean contact? What kind of heart is 
indicated by unclean lips? 

Objective: “Let the words of my mouth, 
and the meditation of my heart, be ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, O Lord, my strength 
and my redeemer” (Psa. 19:14). 











AY, fellows, “It’s a mean looking road, 

but it is the only way you can make 
it out to the highway.” That is what 
the man said to me, and I knew he was 
right. I wanted to take that shady road 
by the river; surely it would lead into 
another road that would take me to the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 
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highway. But, nothing doing! Some- 
times we have to buck up and take a 
course we do not like. 

My friend went to the doctor, expect- 
ing him to prescribe a tonic —a pleasant 
little draught three times a day after 
meals. He was all run down, had no 
pep, no appetite, could not sleep. Doc- 
tor looked him over, asked him a few 
questions, and then said, “Are your teeth 
all right?” Well—no, there was some 
soreness about the jaw. He had hoped 
the doctor would not mention his teeth, 
because he had his own suspicions, and 
he did hate to go to a dentist. But the 
doctor was definite. “You go to the den- 
tist and get an X-ray of those teeth.” 
Sure enough, there was an abscess at 
the root of a molar, and out it had to 
come. In a few days, after that little 
“poison factory” had keen eliminated, 
my friend felt like a new man. 

Fellows, situations like that come into 
our spiritual life, and Isaiah in this sixth 
chapter is showing us the way to deal 
with them for the happiest results. When 
Isaiah realized he was in the presence of 
the Lord he did not think and talk in 
generalities. He did not piously exclaim: 
“Lord, I am very unworthy; I am a poor 
sinner; I am just let down generally in 
a spiritual way; teach me a new song, 
help me to pray more; Lord, I need a 
general toning up.” No, sir, he didn’t 
say anything like that; he just frankly 
confessed his besetting sin. His lips 
were unclean. I do not know just what 
he meant by it, but I know this: God 
touched his lips with a coal of fire off 
the altar. God made those lips pure. 
The Holy Spirit enabled Isaiah to see 
and confess his specific sin; God took it 
out and put his own power in the place 
where the specific sin was, and Isaiah 
became God’s flaming prophet. 

Fellows, I do not have to tell you what 
your specific sin is— your besetting sin 
—nobody has to tell you. You know 
it already. When you allow yourself to 
think frankly, that besetting sin just 
jumps up and slaps you in the face. You 
would like to ignore it and confess in 
a general way that you are unsatisfac- 
tory; but that is the easy road — the state 
of mind that gets you nowhere. Put 
your finger on that sin, whatever it is, 
and lay it out before God. It will hurt, 
and: it will burn, but that course will get 
you out to the highway of God’s grace 
and power; and you will be a new 
man. 

Get that sin purged in the presence 
and by the power of Ged, and your 
whole spiritual being will glow with 
new life. You will be amazed to find 
how one sin, big or little, allowed to re- 
main unconfessed and unpurged, will 
have its atrophying effect upon the 
whole program; and you.will be still 
more amazed to find what vigorous spir- 


itual health and joy comes, once you 


have let God burn it with his fire. 
Hotty Grove, ARK. 
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‘God, and complained. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Isaiah joins our parade of kings and 
prophets, perhaps the most outstanding 
one of all the line. 











ODAY we shall study about Isaiah, 

one of the greatest men in the whole 
Bible. He was a young prince, we be- 
lieve, of Judah. His prophecies began 
when he was a young man, and con- 
tinued over sixty years. He lived and 
prophesied through the reign of at least 
four kings of Judah. He is the prophet 
who foretold the most about the coming 
of the Messiah, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As we see him today, he is a young 
man, and God sent him a vision. We 
find that Isaiah was not ready to go out 
and prophesy until he saw this vision of 
the Lord. Did you know that every one 
of you little children can have a vision 
of the Lord? No, not as Isaiah had, but 
you can see him in the Word of God. 
All of God’s Word centers about the Lord 
Jesus, and as we read it and study it, 
the Holy Spirit shows us the Lord. 

It was a marvelous vision. In the 
year the king died, as Isaiah looked, he 
saw the Lord sitting on a throne high and 
lifted up, and his train filled the Tem- 
ple. Above it stood the seraphim, those 
heavenly creatures which we know very 
little about, angelic beings, each having 
six wings. With two wings they flew, 
with two they covered their face, and 
with two they covered their feet. And 
they cried one to another, “Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory.” And the 
doorposts moved at the voice of the sera- 
phim, and the Temple was filled with 
smoke. It was such a glorious vision that 
poor Isaiah cried out. All at once he 
saw himself just as he was—a poor, 
sinful man, with unclean lips—and he 
thought of his people, Judah, and their 
lips were unclean, too. They had said 
wicked things, they had found fault with 
Isaiah’ cried out 
and said, “Woe is me!” He thought there 
was just nothing that could be done for 
him. 

But then one of the seraphim flew to 
him, with a live coal in his hand which 
he had taken with tongs off the altar, 
and he laid it on Isaiah’s mouth, and 
said, “Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy sin 
purged.” All his sin and uncleanness of 
lips was gone. 

Then he heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” And Isaiah said, “Here am 
I; send me.” God wanted a man to proph- 
esy, and say just what He wanted him 
to, and the man must be willing to do 
that. Now Isaiah was willing to go. 

But all you children are saying that 
Isaiah’s vision has nothing to do with 
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Lesson for September 3 


you. I think it has. Every one of you is 
just beginning a life. Do you love the 
Lord Jesus? Are you going to serve 
him? If you are, you must have a vision 
of him before you can serve him. Maybe 
you do not know what a vision is. It 
is a living picture of him. You can 
get it in the Bible. So you must read 
God’s Word, and learn verses, and find 


“out all you can about your Lord. Lots 


of people. believe in Jesus Christ and 
even accept him as their Saviour, but 
they never know him as their Lord, be- 
cause they never get this vision of him 
that we are talking about today. 

Something will happen’to you when 
you really see the Lord; it will be the 
very same thing that happened to Isaiah: 
you will know how wicked you are. You 
will stop thinking you are pretty good. 
When the Lord Jesus shines into our 
hearts, we see all our sin and helpless- 
ness, just as Isaiah did. And we have 
the same God Isaiah had, and he will 
send the Holy Spirit to touch our hearts 
and our tongues, and then we, too, will 
be ready to go where the Lord wants 
us. to go, and give his message of salva- 
tion as he wants us to. Christians all 
over the world, big and little, need just 
this thing. 

As we put Isaiah in his place in this 
row, how many of you want to say with 
him, “Here am I; send me”? 

MopesTo, CALIF. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To lead the girls to a deeper 
consecration of themselves to the, Lord. 


Activity.—Isaiah’s name will go on the 
“Success’’ chart because of his consecra- 
tion. The following blackboard item 
might be used: 


CONSECRATION 

1. Acceptance of the Saviour (John 1: 
12). 

2. Constant worship of the Lord (John 
1:14; 17:24). 

3. Surrender of self to the Keeper 
(Jude 24). 

4. Dedication of service to the Master 
(Matt. 8:19). 


Memory Verse.—‘‘Even the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45). 











oc HAT do you missionaries en- 
deavor to do for the Chinese?” an 

American Sunday school teacher in- 

quired of a missionary from China. 

“We try, as you do, to help those whom 
we teach to become consecrated Chris- 
tians,” was the tactful reply. 

Girls, what does the term, “a conse- 
crated Christian,” mean to you? (Let 
each one express the answer in her own 
words.) 


“Billy,” said the Vacation Bible School 
director, pushing forward a chair, “if 
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you should sit in this chair and let 
Claude hold your feet, how far could 
you go?” 

Billy grinned. “I couldn’t go any- 
where. Claude would have me in his 
power.” 

Consecration is putting your feet in 
God’s hands and letting him control your 
movements (Psa. 37:23). 


Does your idea of consecration still 
seem vague? 

Eleanor had recently accepted Christ 
as her Saviour, and had testified in 
church about her new-found joy. Then 
she returned to her worldly comrades, 
and as temptations came, she gradually 
drifted back into old-life habits until 
she lost all interest in spiritual things. 
Although her acceptance of the Saviour 
may have been genuine, and she be- 
lieved that past sins were forgiven, 
nevertheless she had given the Saviour 
nothing of herself, nor was she trust- 
ing him to keep her day by day. (1 
Cor. 3:15.) Consecration should re- 
sult in the outward expression of an 
inward transformation (Phil. 2:12, 13). 

This was the thought in young Ber- 
nice’s prayer at the close of her first 
experience as a teacher in Vacation Bible 
School: “Our Father, we praise thee for 
the privilege of learning the joy of serv- 
ing thee, and may we continue to be 
glad to do thy will.” A consecrated girl 
is one who permits the Lord Jesus Christ 
to serve through her yielded personality. 

Mary Ann, upon her graduation from 
high school, gave a beautiful demonstra- 
tion of devotion to the Lord. On her 
personal cards, bearing her own name, 
which she sent out with her announce- 
ments, she had this printed in an upper 
corner: “Jesus.Saves.” In the opposite 
lower corner was the reference: “John 
3:16.” Not only was she announcing the 
fact that twelve years of schooling had 
been completed, and the commencement 
of new opportunities had taken place; 
she was proclaiming also a greater fact: 
her bondage to sin had been ended, and 
a new life with Christ had begun. 

Yet even more than that was indicated 
by Mary Ann’s unique testimony. It 
presented a challenge to each one who 
received it. 1. Have I accepted the sal- 
vation offered in John 3:16? 2. If so, 
have I been faithful in announcing to 
others the love of God? 


These two challenges were involved, 
to some extent, in Isaiah’s vision. 1. Had 
he been cleansed for service? 2. Was 
he yielded and ready to serve the Lord? 

Isaiah saw the glory of the Lord. The 
Lord Jesus is the visible manifestation 
of God—Immanuel (Isa. 7:14; 8:8, 10; 
Matt. 1:23; John 12:41). You, through 
_the Holy Spirit, may also’ have the priv- 
ilege of beholding his glory (John 1:14; 
17: 24). 

In Isaiah’s vision “his train [the 
Lord’s] filled the temple.” Have you 
permitted his glory to fill your temple? 
(2 Cor. 6:16.) Many, many of your 
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personal conduct questions would easily 
be settled if you would let Christ fill 
your temple (Phil. 1:20). 

Also, in Isaiah’s vision, celestial beings 
were worshiping the Lord. Worship is 
an essential element in consecration. 
When we glimpse the splendor of the 
King, we are humbled at the contrast 
between him and ourselves. He is alto- 
gether holy. We are undone, unclean. 
As we realize this fact, let us immedi- 
ately claim the promise of 1 John 1:7. 
Do you know that promise? 

After God’s cleansing agency has been 
applied, our iniquity has been taken 
away, and our sin has been purged, then 
we are prepared for God’s next ques- 
tion, “Whom shall I send, and who will 
go for us?” Are you willing, regardless 
of cost, to reply, “Here am I; send me”? 

If so, please listen to the Lord’s warn- 
ing message, Go, and tell this people 
about me, but do not anticipate imme- 
diate results. Consecration includes a 
willingness to serve and testify even 
when every attempt of yours seems use- 
less. Noah testified amid jeers; Moses 
courageously and obediently led his peo- 
ple toward a promised land which many 
of them never reached; missionaries 
often have served long years in isolated 
hamlets before fruits began to show. 

How long shall I continue this unre- 
warded ministry? asked Isaiah. 

“Until the cities be wasted without in- 
habitant, and the houses without man.” 
But “my grace is sufficient for thee” (2 
Cor. 12:9). And “in due season” you 
shall reap if you “faint not” (Gal. 6:9b). 

You may personally never know the 
effect upon your neighbors and friends 
of your ordinary, everyday walk with 
God; but remember this always: “Even 
the Son of man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister, and to give 
his life a ransom for many.” . 

Are you cleansed? Are you worship- 
ing? Are you trusting? Are you ready 
to serve? ’ 

Next week we shall consider aids in 
remembering God. Be prepared to tell 
your own experiences. Apply Psalm 
122; 1. 

ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 559) 


1. He was the king who attempted to 
usurp the priest’s office and became a leper, 
dying under divine discipline because of 
his sin (1 Chron. 26). 


2. In the courts of the Temple at Jeru- 
salem. 

3. Angelic beings who are God’s messen- 
gers of grace. 

4. He realized his own sinfulness and the 
corrupt state of his people. 

5. One of the seraphim placed a coal from 
the altar upon his lips and declared his in- 
iquity forgiven and his sin purged. 

6. It was the testimony that the sacrifice 
had been accepted and consumed. : 
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7. He heard the call of God for service. 

8. He at once put himself at God’s dis- 
posal. , 

9. No, but he was assured of a tenth who 
would obey the Word. 


10. To obey the call, proclaim the truth, 
and leave results with God. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer eeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 10. What Jesus Said about Right 
Living. Matt. 5:13-26. 





Sunday, September 3 
Our Attitude Toward Work and 
Workers (Eccles. 5:18-20; Jas. 
5:1-4; Col. 4:1) 





Mon.—Industry and injustice (Exod. 5: 
10-19). 

Tues.—Steward and servants (Luke 12: 
42-48). 

Wed.—Work and wages (Luke 10:1-7). 

Thurs.—Earning and-eating (2 Thess. 3: 
10-12). : 

Fri.—Laborers and livelihood (Matt. 20: 
1-16). 

Sun.—Service and support (Acts 20:32- 











é¢yF THE power to do hard work is 
not talent, it is the best possible 
substitute for it."—James A. Garfield. 

“Labor disgraces no man; unfortu- 
nately, you occasionally find men who 
disgrace labor.”—U. S. Grant. 

+ 4 

God’s Word puts its stamp of approval 
on honest work. The Lord Jesus, you 
will remember, said, “My Father work- 
eth hitherto, and I work” (John 5:17). 

The Lord Jesus willingly subjected 
himself, during his young manhood on 
earth, to his foster father. He was 
known in these days as “the carpen- 
ter’s son” (Matt. 13:55), and thus was 
linked directly with his father’s trade, 
in which he no doubt assisted as a boy 
and young man. 

When God placed the first man in the 
Garden of Eden he instructed him to 
“dress it and keep it” (Gen. 2:15). 
When man failed, and fell into sin and 
was cast out of the garden, God said to 
him, “In the sweat of thy face shalt 
thou eat bread, till thou return unto 
the ground” (Gen. 3:19). Although this 
was part of the curse for man’s sin, 
nevertheless, it was also a blessing in 
disguise. Had man been allowed to go 
on in sin without the necessity for work, 
it would have been the greatest misfor- 
tune that could have come to him. 

ye ; 

In the Old Testament one cannot fail 
to notice that almost invariably those 
whom God, chose to carry out his will 
and to speak for him were workers. 
Moses was busy with his. father-in-law’s 


os 
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flock when God spoke to him from the 
burning bush. Saul was busy searching 
for his father’s lost asses, when God’s 
call came to him to be king. David was 
busy tending his father’s sheep, when 
Samuel came to anoint him king. Elisha 
was busy plowing with twelve oxen, 
when he was called to be a prophet. 
Nehemiah was bearing the king’s wine- 
cup; Amos was busy following the flock, 
and so on. 

When we come to the New Testa- 
ment, we find that those whom the Lord 
Jesus chose for his disciples were, in the 
main, common laboring men. Peter and 
Andrew were busy casting a net into 
the sea when Christ called them. James 
and John were busy mending their nets 
when their call came. Matthew was 
busy collecting taxes. 

4 

The dignity of labor is further em- 
phasized by Paul for, you will remem- 
ber, that he was not above supporting 
himself by his trade of tentmaker while 
preaching the Gospel. He did this rather 
than draw his support from the little 
band of Christians. He taught this same 
principle when he wrote to the Thessa- 
lonians, “But we beseech you, brethren, 
... that ye study to be quiet, and to 
do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 
that ye may walk honestly toward them 
that are without, and that ye may have 
lack of nothing” (1 Thess. 4:10-12). And 
again, “For even when we were with 
you, this we commanded you, that if 
any would not work, neither should he 
eat. For we hear that there are some 
which walk among you disorderly, work- 
ing not at all, but are busybodies” (2 
Thess. 3:10, 11). 

we 


As Christian young people we need 
especially to be mindful of these things 
in the day in which we live. There 
is the disposition among some young 
people, when employment is difficult to 
secure, to take the attitude that the 
world owes them a living and to be 
perfectly content to live in idleness as 
long as they can obtain food and lodg- 
ing. Such an attitude is not only dis- 
honoring to God, but it breeds unhappi- 
ness and often lawlessness. 

5-4 

And our own attitude toward work 
will be reflected in our treatment of 
those who work for us. What of those 
who may work in our homes? It is 
possible to treat a servant fairly in so 
far as labor and money are concerned, 
and yet, at the same time, show a supe- 
riority or arrogance that is inconsistent 
with those who are followers of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

What of those who come to the home 
to serve us? Tradesmen who come to 
our door, or those with whom .we deal 
in the stores,—what is our attitude 
toward these? 


Why not devote a portion of this 
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week’s meeting to considering ways in 

which we as Christian young people 

may show forth the love of Christ in 

thoughtfulness and consideration to those 

workers whom we meet day by-day in 

the office, or store, or home? 
PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Children at Home 


Abbie’s Answered Prayer 
Founded on fact 
By Mrs. Edgar F. Johnston 


BYSSINIA McKinley was her name 

on the school roll, but she was just 
called Abbie by her schoolmates in the 
large missionary boarding school she at- 
tended, “away down South in the land 
of Dixie.” 

Almost two hundred Negro girls were 
there being trained to become Christian 
teachers and leaders among their own 
people. While most of them had ordi- 
nary names such as Mary, Bessie, Hattie, 
or Jennie, you. would find among them 
a Queen Esther, a Tennessee, twin sis- 
ters named Alpha and Omega, and one 
girl known as Fannie Littlepage, who 
had proudly handed in her name as 
“Fannie Mary Love Divine, Seymour 
Belle Tilda, Caroline Littlepage.” 

These young “sisters in black” were 
happy in the large school home of over 
a hundred rooms. They wrote home in 
their Saturday afternoon letters such 
words as these: “This is the most beau- 
tiful place I ever saw. I don’t think 
there could be any better place except 





_ Heaven”; and, “Oh, I do believe I have 


come to the place where the sun never 
goes down and it never grows dark!” 
Many of them had come from poor lit- 
tle cabin homes, such as Abbie had left, 
and felt wonder when they came to the 
school building where “the walls are 
covered with that white stuff you call 
plaster, and when it rains you can’t hear 
it indoors.” 

Cassie Blevins, in her own kindly way, 
became a “Big Sister” to Abbie, teach- 
ing her how to go up and down stairs 
and many other things she needed ‘to 
know. Cassie was one of the older girls, 
having already spent several years in 
school. She was a leader in the school 
games, as well as in prayer circles. Ab- 
bie loved her devotedly and told her all 
about her home life and all her school 
problems. 

Abbie’s widowed mother was cultivat- 
ing a cotton patch, having plowed. it 
herself in the spring, hoping to have 
money enough when cotton picking time 
came in the fall to feed and clothe her 
younger children and herself during the 
coming winter. It was a great comfort 
to know that Abbie had -obtained, 
through their pastor, a scholarship in 
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the missionary school and could look 
forward to fitting herself for a teacher. 

Abbie dearly loved her little brother 
Eli, who was starting to a near-by rural 
school that fall. When Abbie’s mother 
wrote that Eli had only one blouse fit 
to wear to school and that he had to 
stay at home when it needed washing, 
Abbie was sorely distressed. But Cassie, 
to whom she told all her troubles, com- 
forted her by quoting her grandmother’s 
words: 

The way ain’t sunny, but don’t, you fret; 
Cheer up, Honey, you'll get there yet, 
and added, “You and I will pray to Jesus 
about it. He always. helps me in hard 

places.” 

The next day, in Cassie’s sewing class, 
she told Miss McDougall, the kind sew- 
ing teachet, and the girls in her class 
about Abbie’s trouble, and asked how 
many of them had left-over pieces of 
the gingham from which their school 
uniform. blouses were made: One girl 
produced a long narrow piece that 
slanted off to a point, and several of 
the other girls added little scraps that 
they had been saving as a supply for 
mending. It wag rather unpromising 
material for Eli’s blouse, but Cassie 
showed it to Abbie, telling her Miss 
McDougall said they could have the sew- 
ing room all to themselves the next Sat- 
urday afternoon, with the use of one of 
the machines. Miss McDougall, who had 
found Cassie a genius in the line of 
sewing, took an active interest in Cassie’s 
plan, feeling sure she would succeed. 

As soon as writing hour was over on 
Saturday afternoon, Abbie and Cassie 
hurried to the sewing room and set to 
work, Abbie darning Cassie’s stockings 
while Cassie with her quick eye and deft 
fingers began work on Eli’s bl\use. 

Out on the campus the other girls 
were enjoying their games. There were 


swings, croquet sets, a giant stride, and © 


a baseball outfit. Merry shouts of laugh- 
ter floated through the sewing room 
windows, during the progress of a ball 
game between the Mississippi girls and 
the Alabama team, but Cassie sewed 
happily on. While she had been plan- 
ning and cutting she had heard Abbie 
softly praying over and over, “Oh, Lord, 
make the goods hold out”; and she 
thanked God that in his hands she could 
be an instrument in answering Abbie’s 
prayer. Cassie worked on with a song 
of joy in her heart, humming softly to 
herself, her favorite spiritual, “Lord, I 
want to be a Christian in my heart.” 
Cassie worked steadily on and Abbie 
kept on praying just as steadily as the 
afternoon passed away, both of them un- 
mindful of the happy activities going on 
outside of that sewing room’ window. 
Cassie worked so successfully that the 
blouse was completed when the bell 
called the girls to their work in the din- 
ing room. It is true that it was literally 
made of shreds and patches, three scraps 
forming one sleeve and four pieces the 
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other, but it was really a creditable 
piece of work and showed but little evi- 
dence of the difficulties Cassie had en- 
countered in making it. -Abbie’s joy 
and gratitude were unbounded and she 
thanked Cassie over and over again, as 
well as sending up a heartfelt prayer of 
thanksgiving to the “dear Lord who 
made the goods hold out.” 

When the sparrow song was sung in 
evening prayers in the chapel that night, 
tears of joy filled Abbie’s' eyes as she 
joined in the chorus: 

I sing because I’m happy, 
I sing because I’m. free. 
His eye is on the sparrow, 
d I know He watches me. 

She thought happily to herself, “He did 
watch out for Eli and me. He gave me 
Cassie for my good friend. I'll trust 
him always, and I'll never forget the 
sparrow song.” 

As the teachers met together in the 
parlor for a few moments after chapel 
exercises, at a little faculty meeting, 
Miss McDougall showed Eli’s blouse and 
told its history, and the teachers all 
thanked God and took courage to go 
gladly on with their work among such 
girls. Abbie’s prayer of faith and 
Cassie’s labor of love made a new page 
in the volumes of happy school incidents. 
- NortH JACKSON, OHIO. 


A Christian Business Men's | 
Conference in San Francisco 


HERE will be a notable gathering of 
Christian business men in San Fran- 
cisco at the end of this month. The 
Second Annual Conference of the Chris- 
tian Business Men’s Committee Interna- 
tional will be held on Treasure Island 


at the Golden Gate International Expo- 


sition August 31, September 1, and 2, 
To this second annual conference are in- 
vited Christian business men, Christian 
business men’s committees, laymen’s 
evangelistic councils, and Gospel teams 
interested in soul-winning efforts to 
bring about a forward evangelistic move- 
ment in America and to seek to win 
business men and women for Christ. 
Beginning at 10 A. M., there will be 
morning, afternoon, and evening sessions 
on Thursday and Friday, addressed by 
members of the Committee whose names 
are given below. Of particular interest 
will be the regular Friday noon Gospel 
service broadcast over Station KYA 
from Treasure Island; the banquet at 7 
P. M. on Friday; and the 150-mile drive 
on Saturday morning to Mt. Hermon, the 
outstanding Christian summer confer- 
ence grounds on the Pacific Coast, where 
conferences have been held for thirty- 
three years. En route delegates will visit 
the famous Santa Clara Valley and Red- 
wood Forests. There will be a luncheon 
at Mt. Hermon, followed by the Outdoor 
Rally at 2 P. M. 
The officers of the Christian Business 
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When Visiting New York | 


r~~~ Pastors, Missionaries=™ 
and Other Church Workers 


can find desirable, economical 
accommodations at the I 1-story 
Headquarters Building of the 
National Bible Institute, at 
the City’s heart 
FIRE-PROOF. EVERY ROOM OUTSIDE 
WITH HOT AND COLD RUNNING WATER 


For reservations, address; Guest Secretary, 
340 West ssth Street, New York City. 


ne s 8 8 win 


THE sal eden ee a offers 
tio: ; hristi 
on and women who oe called of God to 
Christian service as 
sionaries, and 














pastors, evangelists, mis- 
Bible teachers. Three-year pro- 
ms in and Christian 
ucation are ded for students whose aim 
is to secure rigorous traini service, to be 
made effective through: (1) a comprehensive 
knowledge of the Scriptures; (2) a clear vision o 
the world’s need of ist’s message; (3) God’s 
call to meet that need; (4) thorough educa- 
tional discipline; (5) Spirit-filled knowledge of 
Christ Jesus as Lord; and (6) conformity to the 
will of Godin p I charact The Institute 
has just closed its thirty-second year, with the 
largest enrollment of students in its history. 
Nine hundred rae ng ee | qualified graduates 
have gone from the titute to special soul- 
centers in all continents except Aus- 

tralia. For 1939-40 catalog, address: 


THE NATIONAL BIBLE INSTITUTE 
340 West 55th Street, New York, N. Y. 
DON ODELL SHELTON, LL.D., President 
CLARENCE WILLIAM SHUTE, M.A., Dean 











LOUIS RASERA, B.S., Registrar 











Crncoven Clan to 
E 


ur plan o: hurch members a dign 
. easy way to earn a large sum between now 
i December rsth. No experience necessary. 
Takeordersforbeautiful Personal Initial Christ- 
masGreeting Cardsamong membersandothers. 
ew, modern designs... with sender’s own in- 
itial in striking, embossed silver-effect seal on 





and Personal Initials. ,. wonderful value at $1 
retail. Also special new 21-Card Religious As- 
sortment sells =f. Your 5 ig toe up tor00% — 
plus liberal Cash Bonu e furnish samples 
of Box Assortments and money making sales 

juggestions. Write this old reliable company 
tor full details and Sample offer. 


Artistic Card Co., 835 Way St., Elmira, N. Y. 





In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 








Delighted! Thrilled ! 
Inspired ! ee 
IS | 
THE i 


‘ 
of our friends as they inspect our wonderful line of 
lorious new Christmas Cards for this season. It is the 
cme of Achievement. Assortments and individual 
cards in both pture and non-Scripture Text. Very 
liberal commissions. Our sure fire sales plan doubles 
your profit. Free samples to societies, classes and 
representatives. 
.. Write for our beautiful catalog of Christmas things 
that will help you make real money. 
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE, Dept. C 
301-5 N. Elm Street Nappanee, ind. 
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Men’s Committee International are as 
follows: 


Chairman, C. B. Hedstrom, merchant, Chi- 


* cago; also chairman of the Chicago Christian 


Business Men’s Committee. 

Vice-Chairman, R. G. LeTourneau, indus- 
trialist; president, R. G. LeTourneau, Inc., 
Peoria, Il. 

Secretary, Arnold Grunigen, Jr., investment 
banker; also chairman of the San Francisco 
Bay Region Christian Business Men’s Com- 
mittee. 

Treasurer, N. A. Jepson, doctor; also chair- 
man of the Seattle Christian Business Men’s 
Committee. 

Charles E. Gremmels, industrialist; presi- 
dent, Durham Navigation Corporation, New 
York. 


Boyd W. Hardgraves, attorney, Chattanooga, 


Tenn. 

The Christian Business Men’s Commit- 
tee International is an association of 
Christian business men’s committees of 
evangelical faith whose purpose and aim 


SELL CHRISTIAN 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


Many individuals, groups, classes make nice sums 
each year selling our Chaist-honoring Christmas 
and Eve day Creetin Cards, Wrappings, Cal- 
endars, Mottoes, etc. e offer the best and most 
profitable line. Write today. 


BETTER GREETINGS, Box 882, Wichita, Kansas 


| WIGET 


on the International 
_ Uniform’ Lessons . 
Union Lesson Helps offer sound, inspiring 
lesson rr *, 5 

'for every age group. Undenominational 


land uncontroversial with room only for, 
constructive truth. ( 


. Write for free specimens 
AMERICAN: SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 


1816 Chestnut Si., Philadelphio, Pa. 























School Days are Glad 


Days ...at Montrose 


AS THIS APPRECIATIVE GIRL TESTIFIES :— 
“ Montrose brightened my whele stay in America. Many 
girls and boys have come back (te mission lands) from 
America with a dislike fer the country because of the 
hard times they had in adjusting themselves to public 
schools, and unchristian surroundings... My feeling for 
my country is that of love because of the very pleasant 
atmosphere in which 1 found myself."" 


EDITH CLARE TORREY. 
(A granddaughter of Dr. R. A. Torrey.) 


MONTROSE is a fully accredited college prepara- 
tory boarding school, beautifully situated, with spe- 
cial emphasis on Bible study. 

Athletics are widely varied. Swimming, horseback 
riding, and winter sports under proper supervision. 
Information may be had from 
MRS. MARION W. STOUGHTON, Ph.D. 
Desk T 3839 


MONTROSE 
SCHOOL. FOR GIRLS 
MONTROSE  } PENNA. U. S.A. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


is to make Christ known as Saviour and 
Lord. The Committee had its inception 
at the First National Conference of 
Christian Business Men’s Committees 
held in Chicago early in 1938. It is an 
organized effort to encourage the for- 
mation of similar groups throughout the 
world. The Committee welcomes into 
its fellowship organized groups of lay- 
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men who desire to win others for Christ, 


and stands ready to assist in the forma- 
tion of committees in cities where it may 
be possible to unite the Christian forces 
for a soul-saving effort. 

The Host-Chairman of the conference 
to be held in San Francisco is Arnold 
Grunigen, Jr., P. O. Box 4030, San Fran- 
cisco. 








The Breakdown of Evolution 


A British scientist points out weaknesses in the theory 














This article reviews ‘‘More Difficulties of the Evolution Theory.’’ By Douglas Dewar, 
B.A., F.Z.S. (Thynne and Co., London, England; may be obtained from the Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, $2.85, postpaid.) 


86 ORE Difficulties of the Evolution 

Theory” is a sequel to the earlier 
“Difficulties of the Evolution Theory” 
by the same author, Douglas Dewar, 
Fellow of the Zoological Society of Great 
Britain. To the layman these difficulties, 
as set forth in Mr. Dewar’s criticism, 
seem insuperable. And in agreement 
with him are many biologists and pale- 
ontologists (students of the science of 
life in past geological periods). The 
book is necessarily technical, but not so 
much so as to render it too difficult for 
an attentive reader. 

The French paleontologist, Professor 
Paul Lemoine, is quoted as setting his 
authoritative seal on the general dissent 
from the evolutionary theory. “It is 
impossible!” he says. “Really, in spite 
of appearances, no one believes in it 
any more. It is a kind of dogma which 
the priests have abandoned but which 
they uphold for the sake of the popu- 
lace.” 

With this text as a starting point Mr. 
Dewar proceeds. First he insists on the 
great stability of the species. This ap- 
pears from breeding experiments, and 
another French professor, M. Caullery, 
is quoted: “The greatest difficulty at 
the present time is to reconcile this sta- 
bility with the mutability that the very 
notion of evolution presupposes.” The 
purity of the species is one of the re- 
markable phenomena of life. Hvbrids 
are very rare in nature. “On every hill- 
side and in every meadow scores of 
different species of plants grow side by 
side, each retaining its purity despite 
the fact that the pistils of many flowers 
must receive pollen from other species. 
Contrast this with the elaborate precau- 
tions the horticulturist has to take to 
secure the purity of the varieties he has 
raised.” Professor J. B. S. Haldane de- 
clares: “The barrier of inter-species ster- 
ility is the most serious argument against 
Darwin’s. organic evolution.” ~ 

Secondly, it is impossible to find any 
ancestors for the fossils in Cambrian 
layers, —- fossils of sponges, corals, jelly- 


fish, starfish, sea cucumbers, trilobites, 
and mollusks. If there were an evolu- 
tion of species, the rocks underlying 
those laid down in the Cambrian period 
should be rich in fossils, which is not the 
case. For over seventy years the earth 
has been ransacked in the hope of find- 
ing pre-Cambrian fossils. In vain. Cam- 
brian rocks containing abundant fossils 
occur in all parts of the world. The 
total absence of undoubted fossils from 
pre-Cambrian rocks, and their abun- 
dance in the Cambrian, must mean spe- 
cial creation at the beginning of the 
Cambrian period. As far back as 1859 
Darwin acknowledged this as “a valid 
argument against my views.” Subse- 
quent increase in knowledge of the pale- 
ontological record has but strengthened 
it. 

’ This and similar facts have led Profes- 
sor Max Westenhofer to affirm: “I am 
more and more convinced that the Dar- 
win-Haeckel theory of the ascent of man 
from the ape cannot be supported... . 
Missing links exist neither in the his- 
tory of man nor in that of animals and 
plants. All the larger groups of ani- 
mals, as fishes, amphibians, reptiles, mam- 
mals, seem to have appeared suddenly 
on the earth, spreading themselves, so 
to speak, in an explosive manner in their 
various shapes and forms. Nowhere is 
one able to observe, or prove, the transi- 
tion of one species into another, varia- 
tion being possible only within the 
species themselves.” Westenhofer says 
that his view approaches “the old idea 
of Linnzus, namely, that there exist as 
many species as the Infinite Being has 
created.” 

Thirdly, Mr. Dewar produces tables of 
genera of mammals with the percentage 
of those found as fossils. In Europe a 
clean 100 per cent have been found in 
fossil form; in Asia 70 per cent, in Af- 
rica 50 per cent, in North America 90 
per cent, in South America 70 per cent, 
and in Australia 46 per cent. Here are 
two damaging facts,—while such high 
percentages of existing forms have been 
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found, we are wholly without fossils 
that can be proved to be intermediate 
forms in an evolutionary process: and 
the amount of actual change demon- 
strated by comparing known fossils with 
present-day forms is in every case neg- 
ligible. “There is no proof that a new, 
breeding species of animals has ever 
arisen in nature.” 

No wonder Professor Caullery yields 
to despair. “Without doubt,” he says, 
“we feel today farther from represent- 
ing how evolution has been effected than 
forty years ago when the writer began 
to study zoology.” 

Fourthly, Mr. Dewar shows how cer- 
tain habits and instincts, as of intricate 
nest building among birds, could not 
have been gradually evolved. The nests 
would not have proved habitable at 
any third-way or half-way stage. Sim- 
ilar habits of spiders and insects could 
not have been gradually acquired. The 


.books of J. H. Fabre bristle with these 


difficulties, and led him to regard the 
theory of evolution as “a solemn hoax.” 

How is it possible to explain the meta- 
morphosis of the caterpillar into a but- 
terfly, step by step, generation after gen- 
eration? Here is the astonishing process: 

“The shape and position of the organs 
of the butterfly which is to be are al- 
ready stamped on the caterpillar pupa. 
These marks are on the outside, though 
there is nothing yet formed inside to 
correspond to them. Though within the 
pupa there is nothing but a green watery 
pulp, all the places in its organism which 
are later to be occupied by legs, wings, 
antennae, etc. are now definitely 
marked. The newly formed portions 
seem to have no direct filiation with the 
destroyed parts of the larval organism. 
The creature has, in fact, died in so far 
as it has lost its form, organs, ‘ind hab- 
its, and is entering into a new form of 
life.” 

The caterpillar has biting jaws by 
meahs of which it rapidly demolishes 
the leaves on which it subsists. On the 
other hand the mouth parts of the but- 


terfly are incapable of biting anything, ° 


but are like a suction pump. “The trans- 
formation of mouth-parts of the cater- 
pillar type to those of the butterfly type 
involves a period during which the pos- 
sessor of the mouth has either to go 
without food or subsist on its own tis- 
sues. It is impossible that such trans- 
formation was effected in the past by a 
gradual process extending over a period 
of thousands of years.” 

Mr. Dewar develops other lines of 
argument equally effective, and closes 
with a quotation from Dr. W. R. Thomp- 
son’s “Science and Common-Sense.” 
This distinguished scientist says: “The 
fundamental difficulties about the the- 
ory of evolution are not theological but 
rational and experimental. ... For many 
it is an object of religious devotion, 
because they deem it a supreme integra- 
tive principle. This is probably the rea- 
son why the severe methodological criti- 
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cism, employed in other departments of 
biology, has not yet been brought to 
bear against evolutionary speculation. 
There are indications, however, that this 
criticism will not now be long delayed.” 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 











Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 28 to September 3 


Mon.—Isaiah 6:1-5. Seeing the Lord’s Glory. 
PRAYER SuGcESTIONS: “Send me” (v. 8). 
Moses in substance said, “Send somebody 
else”; but Samuel and Isaiah promptly 
responded, “Here am I.” Hold not 
back from God’s will, for your own 
sake, the world’s sake, and the Lord’s 
sake. Answer the first summons. In 
this way you will husband your time 
for God, and insure blessing. We 
must obey to understand. “Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom” 
(Job 28:28). Pray for Rural Bible Cru- 
sade, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 


Tues.—Isaiah 6:6-8. Hearing the Lord’s Call. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I heard the voice 
of the Lord.” Grace opens the heart 
to the call of God. Naturally “all men 
seek their own, not the things which are 
Jesus Christ’s.”. God alone knows how 


‘to fit your calling to your person and 


his purposes. Let God have your time 
and talents. Pray for Rural Bible Mis- 
sionary Association, Augusta, Mich. 
Wed.—Isaiah 6:9-13. 
Seeking the Lord’s Message. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, how long?” 
Holy inquisitiveness pleases the Lord. 
Inquiries for guidance indicate a child- 
like spirit. The problem of preaching 
is a “Lord, how long” inquiry. Being 
with the Lord ‘insures success in going 
forth for the Lord. Pray for Tennessee 
Evangel, the Rev.- Elmer Wagler, Di- 
rector, Elizabethton, Tenn. 


Thurs.—Exodus 3:9-12. 
Receiving the Lord’s Commission. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Come now there- 
fore, and I will send thee.” Working 
under divine authority is a blessed ex- 
perience. Moses was a heavenly dele- 
gate to Israel and Pharaoh. “We are 
ambassadors for Christ.” “Serve «the 
Lord with all your heart” (1 Sam. 12: 
20). The will of God is the measure of 
your holiness, peace, and power. Pray 
for Home Evangelistic Alliance, 412. S. 
Hoyne Avenue, Chicago. 
Fri.—Acts 26:19-23. 
. Obeying the Lord’s Command. 
PRAYER SuGcEstions: “Not disobedient 
unto the heavenly vision.” Paul “obeyed 
from the heart.” He fulfilled his minis- 
try “without murmurings and disput- 
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ings.” The will of God should be im- 
mediately done. Is his will the limit 
of your desires? Are you willing to be 
bound by the wonderful and mysterious 
chain of divine wisdom? (Mark 3:35.) 
Pray for Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
203 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicago. 


Sat.—Mark 2:13, 14. 
Following the Lord’s Guidance. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He arose and 
followed him.” Levi offered no excuse. 
His response to Christ’s call was without 
hesitation. Entertain no mental reser- 





$1750.00 IN BOOK PRIZES 


The American Tract Society offers $1000.00, 
$500.00, and $250.00 for prizes for the three 
best Evangelical Book Manuscripts. 
CONTEST CLOSES NOVEMBER 30th 
Write for conditions and further information 
American Tract Society ; 
7 West 45th Street New York, N. Y. 





Church Members Can Easily 











EARN vo *5OO 


It’s surprising how much money can 
be earned, quickly and easily foran , 
Church purpose with our Christma : 
Card Plan. Many groups of church 
members have earned several hun 
dred dollars in a few months, Take 
orders among members and friends 
for sppealing $x Box Assortment of 21 
**Emboss-O” Christmas Cards com- 
plete with materials for inscribing send- 
er’s signature in Raised Gold effect. 
Make uP to 100% profit and Extra Ho- 
nus! Also large Keligious Assortment 
with Bible Text Cards. Samples and 
instructions furnished. Complete line 
of Christmas Card Assortments and 
Gift Wrappings, also Personal Christ- 
ANS mas Cards with sender's name imprint- 
—— ed at 50 for $1 retail. 

TE FOR 


WRI’ DETAILS AND SAMPLE OFFER. 
FRIENDSHIP STUDIOS, 436 Adams St., Elmira, N. Y. 








5 BIG BARGAINS 
IN BIBLE COURSES 


(Limited Time Only) 
Regular Special 








(] Teacher Training...:........ $8.00° $6.00 
(_] Fundamentals of 

Christian Faith............ 5.00 4.00 
CO Evangelism....... 3.50 2.50 
oO Bible Chapter Summary. 7.00 5.00 
(1 World-Wide Missions...... 6.00 3.75 


(Check course desired) 


These special summer rates are 
made available to you by the 
world’s greatest Bible school to 
clear out slightly shelf-worn courses, 
etc. Offer good only to those en- 
rolling between July 1 and Sept. 
15. We also have special class rates. 


Send remitiance with this ad. 
Dept. ST 338, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 


Name 





Address 





City. State. 











a) The MON) Bible Institute 
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vations in answering the Lord’s calk ~* 


Drop the secular for the sacred, and ease 
for the difficulties of the Christian 
course. - Pray for, American Scripture 
Gift Mission, 119 S. Fourth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 
Sun.—Psalm 122, Yearning to Worship the Lord. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Let us go into 
the house of the Lord.” Please the Lord 
Jesus by imitating his example in going 
. up to the house of prayer. “Follow in 
his steps.” Love to Christ insures per- 





Make this your home while 


WHITFIELD visiting the World’s Fair. 


OCBAN GROVE,N. J. One of the Best Equipped 
Hotels. Overlooking Ocean. Fireproof. Cap. 200. All 
Sports. Booklet. Ph. r991. C. G. Herman, Owner, Mgr. 








Wetmore & Sugden, Inc., Dept. 4882 & = 
749 Monroe Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. 





‘CHRISTIAN. 
LITERATURE 
SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Quarterlies and Papers 
Int. Uniform Lesson Topics 


A full sample pack including our General 
Catalogue will be sent on application by any 
Sunday School Official. 








ADDRESS 
UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 6059 CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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- have,” he declares. 
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séveranice in worship. Love determines 
church attendance. “Let us go into the 
house of the Lord.” Pray for the Prot- 
estant Association of South Africa, Cape 
Town, S. A. 


Dr. lronside’s Meetings 
in Camden, N. J. 


R. HARRY IRONSIDE, Pastor of the 

Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, 
and writer of the leading lesson article 
each. week in the Times, will conduct a 
three-day Bible Conference, September 
12, 13, 14, in Camden, N. J. The meet- 
ings will be held on each of the three 
days at 3 P. M. and 8 P. M. in the First 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Sixth end 
Stevens Streets. 


The New Track Coach at 
Wheaton College 


RACK activities at Wheaton College 
will take on new impetus this autumn 
when Elroy B. Robinson, famous runner, 
will coach track and cross country teams. 
Robinson established world records in 
the 880-yard, 800-meter, and 1,000-yard 
dash, the first of these having since been 
broken by Sydney Wooderson. He is 
holder of the N.C.A.A. championship in 
the 880-yard, 1935; A.A.U. championship, 
800 meters, outdoor, 1935; A.A.U. cham- 
pionship, 1,000-meters, indoor, 1937. 

Known among collegiate young people 
for his splendid Christian testimony, 
Robinson frequently has emphasized the 
challenge of the Gospel message to 
youth, 

“A knowledge of Jesus Christ the Son 
of God as one’s personal Saviour is the 
greatest hope and possession one can 
“Such a faith gives 
me something to live for, and is the only 
hope for thousands of purposeless souls 
who have been blinded by Satan into in- 
difference... The highest ideal in life is 
service, and while achieving some meas- 













Wheaton College. 


number 


“FOR CHRIST 
AND HIS 
KINGDOM” 


for a balanced mental, spiritual, 
around the motto, “ For Christ an 


MODERATE TUITION—79th YEAR 
Fall Term Starts September 16th. lications 
still being received. catal: 
‘of Wheaton College B: 

Address Registrar, Dept. T-89 


ator College 


Whe Thoncl 4. to WHEATON 
Perfect Setting for Productive Study 


Young men and women conscious of the need of Christ in their lives, throng to 

Full curriculum under an outstanding staff of believing pro- 
fessors. Over 400 course subjects with opportunity to specialize in numerous 
fields, including Music, Education, Pre-Proféssional and Business. 


A Rich Fellowship 


year. The drawing power of Wheaton is testimony to its provision 
res and social life — centered 


Over 1100 Christian young 
and rs other countries enro 


le from 45 states 
hed at Wheaton this 


s Kingdom.” 


Write og 


* to these rates for postage. 











(Lesson for Sept. 3) Aug. 19, 1939 





ure of success in running, I found it was~ 


only a corruptible crown and that mate- 
rial and earthly successes do not satisfy. 
Christ gave his life for me. I can have 
no higher ideal than that presented in 
Romans 12:1, 2 and Colossians 3:12. 
Above all, I can be a happy Christian.” 


Me 
A Request from Wade C. Smith 


AM taking this means to find some- 

where in Florida or upon the Gulf 
Coast a cottage, bungalow, or apartment, 
fully furnished, that I could lease for 
next December, January, February, and 
March, for the occupancy of my daugh- 
ter and myself. 

It is my purpose to devote those four 
months to the work of compiling a new 
“Little Jetts Book,” illustrating the 
whole Bible—making four volumes — 
two in the Old Testament and two in the 
New Testament. 

We would want at least two bedrooms, 
a living room (or dinette), a kitchen (or 
kitchenette), and bathroom. Would pre- 
fer a location where good fishing is 
within easy reach for afternoons. 

Please address me, care THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL. Trwes, Philadelphia, naming 
terms and describing the outfit in detail. 








The Sunday School Tines 
President and Publisher 
~. Puiu E. Howarp 


Editor and Vice-President 
CHARLES GALLAUDET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $8.75. 

$1.735—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 
one address, $1.75 each, per year. 


CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 


For each foreign 
subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in‘’a 
package to only one address, 52 
cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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